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WHFDA STAFF: 


halt _ Publishcr/President - F.Do 
come out too well so I shall expl Publishing Stoff - Gory Olson 


This momthts cover didnt + 


in it. It is om enloerged portion. 
of 8mm film with on ID slide for 
CKCK-TV, 2, Rogino, Sask. Conada, 


No sunspot count available 
for Morch, but I understond its hi. 


Next publishing day may tre 
erratic. beenuse of the WIFDA Con- 
wen tion, over the weekend we rorm—- 
olly publish’ 


We hove reccived o proposed 
list of rules for the contests we 
sholl be running. At the Corvertion 
we plon to meke the finel decision 
for the first contest, oltho Mike 
hos suggestcd thot the rules be 
subject to change at ony timc as 
improvements orc suggestcd, ond we 


fully ogroe, More next month, 


On the Convention News page there 

is © stotemont that rooms would be 
$12-15/night. This is the pricc/rm 
and not nocesserily per persom as be 
insinuoted. If .2 or 3 people are Tt 
in. one room the rate per: person is Px) 
lower. (In Omeho, Morric, Bill ondlem 
E tripled-up in 2 room ond cut ourire 
per person expense to %5-6/night. ) 
If you krow 9 fricnd whot® double re 
up you con save morey, ond hove bi 
somcone to talk to during off-hrs. 
If you'd like to double-up ond do 
not: know onyome, write HQ immcdiat' 

; ely, as I for one wud like to dou- 
ble-up, ond others moy olso be in- 


terested, too. Reservations shud should odd $2 per year. 


be sent direct to the motcl; if U 
| wish to double but have no one, U 
, Moy mrke o single reservation dir- 

ect to be sure of a room, or teke 

® chonee ond write HQ first. Limit 
© is 3 in 2 room so I'll accept the 


& 


| first 2 offers I gct to shore M¥ rmy 


official monthly publication of: 


| Z the WORLDWIDE TV-FM DX ASSOCIATION, 
| re published ot Milwoukee, Wisconsin, 
ee - fF s Obout the first of cach month. Moke 


poyoble to the club at Box 5001, 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA, 53204 _ pe SB 
Ss 30¢; Forcign membership $3.50. : 
Dues in USA, Conada ond Mexico: ee Sete ee 
$3.50 —1 yr. ($7 = 2 yrs $10 = 3‘ ye. 


. “per yeor for first class moil. 


Sol Stee WE RSE YN erecee ey 


mborowski 


Bill Heusmenn. 
Morric Goldmen 
Dove Jonowiak. 
John Hensen'’® 
Ed Semrod 


WIFDA COLUMN EDITORS:- 

. Heedquarters - F. Dombrowski 
FCC. News (TV) - G. Olson 
FCC News (FM) - Wayne Plunkett 


Eastern TV DX - M. Goldmen 


Western TV DX - Ds Smith 


Stetistics = Glenn Houser 


Techni-Corner - D. Janowiak 


Tech-Feotures - R.B. Cooper Jr. 
CCI -— Bill Housmenr’ 2 
Coneadion News - W. Plunkett 

FM DK - R. Winsor 

Propage.tion - D. Smith 

VHF Rodio - R.B. Cooper Jr, 
Europeen Scene - R. Bunrey 
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REMEMBER: DUES ARE GOING 
eee eS 
As hes beer publicized ducs: are 
ing raised effective June 1, 1969. 
your subscription to WIFDA is 
ing to run out shortly ?-- gct 
ort end renew now....at, the 


duced present rate. 4 
All applicetions and recwols 
ceived after May 31 will be’ 
lied at the following rakes: 
lyeor -- $4.50 . = 
2 yeors --. $8.50 
3eyecrs =-; $12,006 : 
(in USA, Corade, and Mexieéo) 
Those desiring First Class Moil 
For thosein other countrics: 
Regulor edition - $5/ycor 
Oversess edition - $3.50/yr. 
“*the overseas cditior is 
a smaller editior: which 
excludes some colums of 
interest for Americon DXers 


ie ~ 5901 Y. BROVIN DEER RD. 


toed [4] #207, Brow DEER, VIS, 
/ > SPAPTONS OPERATING (AS“OF APRIL 17, 1969) | — sad call 
Z _.. UHF BTV“ _ Too Dre 
= ‘UHF Com _ 174 _ | | any 
Ee ae ee, ED Raion tattle aap ia 


VHF Com 506 
a Total Authorized Stations On The Air 856 
... Stations Authorized To Start Operation: 
*WWWU-TV, ch. 24, Morgantown, W%.Va., 400 kw. . 
., KEET (TV), ch. 13, Eureka, Calif.’, 32.4 KWe | 


New Target Dates Reported: 


WSNS (TV) ch. 44, Chicago, Ill., 2.5 million kw., ant. 1420', 
target date now April, 1970 
New Grants: = : 
New Orleans, La., ch. 38 (Rault Petroleum) .864 kw, 
Elko, Nevada, ch. 10, (Washoe Empire) 4.29 kw. 
Fort Smith, Ark., ch. 24, (Broadcasters Unlimited) 1056 kw. 
Call Letter Changes: 
*KDPS=TV, “Des Moines, Iowa, now KDIN-TV 
New Call :Letters Issued: 
Dubuque, Ia., ch. 40, granted “KDUB-TV 
Milwaukee, Yis., ch. ‘30, ‘granted WMKE-TV 
Miscellaneous Changes Reported: 
WNET (TV) ch. 16, Providence, R.I., delete call letters and 
Yo construction permit -- grant has been cancelled 
Other Changes Allowed: 
-. WETV (Dv) ch. 30, Atlanta, Ga., ERP to 776 kw. 
WKBG-TV, ch. 56, Cambridge, Mass., ERP to 822 kw. 
KLYD-TV, ch. 17, Bakersfield, Calif., ERP to 316 kw, 
WGN-TV, ch. 9, Chicago, Ill. decrease ERP to 110 kw. - move ant, 
to John Hancock Bldg. and increase height to 1340! 
WICS (TV) ch. 20, Springfield, Ill., ERP to 142 kw. - ant. to 1430' 
KLBK-TV,' ch. 13, Lubbock,’ Tex., ERP to 251 kw. - ant. to 880! 
.WFLD-TV, ch. 32, Chicago, Ill., decrease ERP to 610 kw. - move ant, 
“i to John Hancock Bldg. and increase height to 1400! 
KMEC-TV, ch. 33, Dallas; Tex., ERP to 97.5 kw. 
WSVI (TV) ch. 8, Christtansted, V.I. ERP to 58.5 kw. 


ACTION APPLIED FOR OR REQUESTED 
Applications For New Stations: 
Jackson, Miss,, ch. 3 (Civic Communications) 95.7 kw -- note: 
‘Channel already occupied by WLBT (TV) 
Greensburg, Pa., ch. 40 (Warman Communications) 410 kw. 
Flagstaff, Ariz., ch, 2 (Grand Canyon Television Co.) 24.5 kw. 
Dothan, Ala., ch. 18 (S,E, Alabama Broadcasting) 776.2 kw. 
Stockton, Calif., ch. 58 (A.J. Crevolin) 270 kw. : 
Miscellaneous Requests: 
_ State ETV and radio board of Iowa and KVFD-TV in Fort Dodge, Ia., 
have requested a substitution of ch. *49 for ch, 28 at 
Estherville and the addition of ch, *46 to Fort Dogge along 
with existing ch. 21 "eM ; . 
Jd Maryland Educational and Cultural Commission has requested deletion 
. .of ch. *68 and the addition of ch. ¥*31 at Hagerstown; in 
_the process ch. *31 would be deleted fron Altoona, Pa., and 
. 6ither ch. 17, 23, or 38 would be added to Altoona 
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EM sentiaion ‘complex to house their studios -- no target 
“ “date has, been. announced 


‘The FCC has substituted ch. 2 for ch. Jat * * # # 8 ¥ HHH HH 


Flag, staff,Arizona: * 

KDIN-TV: (formerly KDPS-TV) ownership ee a SE ery “= 
been transferred to the state of Iowa:  ¥* Stu Grade, 
as a base station for a state ETV * “Ames: Towa 
network; the 2nd link will be ch. 12 * “Morrie Goldman, 
in Iowa City eo” Chicago,Il 

The ETVreservation at Watertown, N.Y. * Ron Azarkiewicz 
has been shifted from ch. 50 to ch. 16 * Chicago, II 

WSKG (TV) ch. 46, Binghamton, New York's * 
non-commercial ETV station has been * (our column |. 
struck by a major financial’ crisis; * _ contributors 
Station operations have been reduced % for May 1969) 
‘ to 87 -hours weekly (and 25-30 hours MF A ee 
weekly during the sumuer ‘months). The ‘ 
station is said to have fone one million dollars. ‘iste debt! 
due to equipment purchases 


Latest word from Broadcasting indicates that New York"s channel -... 


9, YOR-TV, has. gone into heavy daily stock market coverage, 
Other’ stations currently programming stock reports several 
hours e€ach weekday are UHF'S: K'YHY-TV,.Los. Angeles; .KDTV { TV) 
Dallas; and WCIU-TV, Chicago. 

Rhinelander, Yisconsin's WAEO-TV, ch. 12, will rebuild thanks 
to donations from area families. The: station was. demolished 
on November 17, 1968 when an airplane struck the station. 
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tower. Representative A.E. O'Konski (R-Wis.), the station owner, 


‘had previously indicated he might not rebuild the station; 


AD WORD OF THANKS * 
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however the public response assisted his campaign ‘to reconstruct 


-- $150,000 in contributions has been received to date. Targe 
toes for the. NBC affiliate to resume operations “so ‘ey 1, 
1969 

Plans for. state ETV networks have been coming under fire as 


of late. Although some states have quite successfully initiated 


networks with strings of stations, many of the wealthier 
states have been reluctant to commit funds to such projects. 
Rumored taxpayer revolts have been contributing to legislativ 
unwillingness to provide the essential monies for station 
development. As an example, “Wisconsin, which was to allocete 

$6.6 million. to-creating .4 network of stations, has found 
LOneeNe funds slashed to akmost nothing; it looks as if 
Yisconsin may not havé tore than the three existing ETV . 
stations for several years (unless attitudes change). 


‘Lots of talk and pressure is being exerted-in Congressional 
circles for manufacturers to provide equality in tuning between 


UHF and VHF in all-channel TV sets. Many existing and 


prospective UHF station owners are complaining that VHF outlets 


_ have ‘a tremendous ‘advantage-with VHF ‘channels on a well- 
developed turrét ~ tuner while UHF stations must be tuned on 
non-sensitive tuners which make it impossible to pre- ~tune and 
pre-set station choices. 


orry about land-mobile radio operators taking UHF a channels 


70-83 or sharing ch. 14-20 with television stations may not 
come to pass as earlier threatened. Recent studies have shown 
that the land-mobile frequenaies are poorly allocated; with 
proper staggering and regulating it appears all existing land 
mobile operations could continue to operate in their own band 
without being forced to infringe upon the television band. 
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a, Views : a Morrie Goldman WA9RAQ 
go 8046 South Euclid Ave. 


Chicago, Illinois 60617 


television ri porters east of the Mississippi River: Ab 
Desdline:15th of each month... | 


Reports for this month, or perhaps I should: say the lack of reports this month 
indicate a sharp drop off ii DX as compared with last month's packed colum. No sign 

of, Bs was reported; MS was-very poor’ and; enly’a few notable.trop openings occured. : ug. 
or’, however, was observed with moderaté strength on ‘March 11 ar 
strength on March 23. | Re “pape 2 


Featured in the May 1969 issue of Electronics Illustrated in C. M. Stanbury's 
"The Listener; is the story of what will become Brit-in's first pirate TV station. 
C.™. suggests there may be an outside chance for US and Canadian DXers to.log this 
Station's test transmissions. in’the Spring when two aircraft will be equipped :with TV 
gear. - by an American. company inside the US. For all the details, pick up a copy. 
Also in the May ET, is an article on using better antennas for color and another on’. 
"Choosing an Antenna Rotator". on ee 


Next meteor showers t-Lyrids,. April 19-23 wth 2 +r 


é 5 : eRROR: f¢ 12 per/hr 
““Aquarids Mav ‘ ° nN orFric® _ 12 per/br: 
aie 20 2)" sees Ne 
Look for poz<"" ~ AYED ° ,on or 8th and again on April 19th. 
or 20th. Coine:. UMN DEL : | 


-vatlon of the sun, this is 27-28 days after the 


airs COU 
ee 23. 


last reported 4 


1959 (see FCC News & Data, Feb. 1969) with no, Feports of operation as yet. With an 
expected power of 4500 kw and a 1610" ‘tower, this ‘one looks like 2 good bet for DXers 
all over the midwest, South; and east. “Has ‘anyone seen them yet? © at 


WJJY-14, Jacksonville, Illinois has already past their target date of February 


cnt PAI 
8 Rye) 
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R.R. #2, Kewa 4246 (cst) 

Hot much to report this month in the*line of Dx. Everything I did see was very weak ph 
with few exceptions. 2-16: Trops 1805 WUCM-19 2-18: Trops 1635 WUCM-19, 1640 WCMU-14, 
1828 WKNX-25. 2-19: 1630 WUCM-19, 1632 WKNX-25, 1635 .WcMU-414, 2-21: Trops 2035. WUCM 
19. 2-26: Trops 1628 WUCL19, 3-1 Trops 2145 WLFI-18, 2200 WICD-15, 2210 WLKY32. 
2-2: Trops 0639 WGEM-10, 0820 WICD~15. “Also on 2-2 I noticed something strange. WTTW- 
ii was pretty strong here and caused CCI w/WLUK-113: the strange thing is they both 
appeared to be the same offset, This. one really had me rack wig wy brain befor. I made 
2 positive ID. Has anyone else seen this? 73's. and Cood Dx, Bill. (I've Seen ‘no 
other reports of such an oceurs¢=7e and a call to Wh’ produced no he™p, so its still 
a mystery.-Can anyone help’ MG) : ws 


Dave Pdmoro 16 Larisdowne, _Kentu p ~€CST)© 


sucessful as my first--.DX wise. However, I did see two additional Kentucky ETV sta- 
tions and my_new total stands at 23. 2-17: 9:30PM trops WKHA-35 Hazard, ‘Ky. 2-18: 

10:00PM WKZT-23 Llizabethtown, Ky.3 also by tropss I am now working as a television 
proditer-director at the University of~Kent: entucky Television Center. ..Most of ‘our work 


~ is intended for closed circuit distribution’ throughout ‘the State-wide cotimuni ty college 


‘ystem, but some productions will bé distributed by the ETV state nétwork which has its 
eadquarters here in.Lexington, Verifications of reception can be:ebtained from Ideal 
transmitter engineers if they can be found or reports for any of thé transmitters’ can. K 
be sent to: Ronald B: Stewart, Director of Engineering (Thanks for the info, Daves ~ 
Bentucky fives tional Television I'm sure it will be,2- help 

Lexington, Kentucky 40502 for our members” Ma). 
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Ron Azarkiewic S. Hermitago 26, Illinois 60620 (CST) 
Well, with the exception of two trop..openirgs which produced no new stations, last 
month. proved poor-for DX.° 2-16: 0545 WSPD-13 Toledo, Ohio, 0546 WLWI-13 Indianapolis 
very strong, 0550 WITV-4 Indianapolis;:0623 WZ2M-13 Grand Rapids, Mich. 3-19: 0640 
WSBT-22..South*Bend, Ind., unustially strong, O646-WECD-15 Danville, Ill. , 1620 WNDU-16 
South Bend w/good.strongth, 1625 WSJV-28 Elkhart, Ind. w/good strength. Doos-anyone - 
know of any stations carrying the Stanley Cup Hockey Games that are blacked out in 


Chicago? 


Morrie Goldman, Editor (CST) 

Things really dropped in DX activity since last month. Other than a couple fair trops 
openings on 3-17 amd 3-19, no trop was soon. Aurora was observed with moderate streng- 
th « aese*s the low band on 3-11 with no IDs ami again much stronger and into the high — 
bard on 3-233; again no IDs.’ On sevoral days I forced myself to get up early for meteor 
Scatter, but even this received negative results. 


Not: much more this month, except for hope for better things next month! 
73, Morrie WASRAQ 


Ce Pe pol eee Spat Wiitor: Ms Goldman 


STATION BREAK Sena 
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Rates: Member (non-commercial) 2¢ per word. Non-inember (non-commercial) 5¢ per word. 


upon request. . ZIP code may be included free of charge. WTFDA reserves the right to 
refuse any ad which we feel may be misleading to our readers or in poor taste. _ Roe 
WANTED: Any or all AIPA bulletins, Bill WTFDA still,has a limited quantity 6f some 
Heusmann, 3116 Sangamon Strest, Steger, VHF-UHF Digest back issues. To members, 
Illinois 60475 Pes ' the cost is only 25¢. WTFDA, PO Box 5001, 
mm ef Ste # gle 2 6 ee « « Harbor Station, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53204 
YOUR ham or SWL call letters on a rubber, 
Stamp, nearly $" high, Call alone, $1; 
in combination with your address, city, 
state and ZIP, $2.75. 5 Sole j 


_WPESTY 


— P.O. BOX 5001, HARBOR STA. 
8 8 MILWAUKEE, WI, 53204. 


Se eee ee ey ee cy: etn ety” ees gee See eae) faeee | eens Oeti aeale, See’ Seige etd pees, hess. ee) eas ee 


XACTO type hobby razor krtife blades, 25¢ 
per package of 5, or 3 packages for 50¢, 
Postpaid. M. Goldman, 8046 S. Euclid dve., 
Chicago, Illinois 60617 


WIFDA is holding its first annr2l convene. 
tion on Memorial Day Weekend, May 30, 31, 
June 1 in Steger, Illinois. Details in 

= this month's CCI column. Don't miss it! 


Extra gear or magazines laying around? Sell them with ‘a.VUD ad! VUD ads are low in 
price and circulate to over one hundred DXers each month.. Perhaps you're looking for 
a magazine back issue ora cheap TV signal preamp; whatever your needs, try a VUD ad. 
When answering VUD ads, always say you saw it in-the VHF-UHF Digest! 


An Important Notice: 


In order for WTIFDA to bring you quality up to date TV DX photos each month, we need 
your help. Send to headquarters any DX photos you feel are good enough’ to. reproduce 
or send along the original negative and we'll make the print on high contrast photo~ 
graphic paper. This usually gives a higher quality print for reproduction and is 

prefered. A self addressed Stamped envelope would be appreciated for prompt return. 


sD oe) a ‘ a eS Morrie S. Goldman WA9RAQ™ 
fe (": a 2 ‘fz pe Bok = \ Cas Vf Bo ; BOG Séath Euclid prc iars 
EF ey ae + gee | J _ Chicago, Tllinois 60617 


Ny erences 


-° This colum is for all television reporters east of the Mississippi River Lae 


June Deadline: May 15, 1969 : 


“ake 


As’ you've probahly already noticed, there are two EDX colums this month: both . 
last month's and the May colum which you're reading. What's the reason for this ? Wll, 
aS was mentioned in an addition to last month's colum, the Post Office is to blame! 
Tt seems that some misguided postal employee felt that no such box number as 5001 ex- 
isted at"Harbor Station" and after kicking around the colum stencils for a week or 

so returned them to me. Needless to say, by now it was too late for inclusion in the 
April Digest. — . 


This month Bill Draeb reported reception of WTIU-30 Bloomington, Indiana prov- 
ing they're finally on the air. Bill's logging is believed to be the first occasion 
that WTTU has been seen by a DXer. 


WTFDA's ‘first convention appears to be well on the road to success. If you 
haven't made plans yet to attend, there's still time. Details on accomodations and 
activities are elsewhere in this issue. Don't miss it! c ; 
“<~*" With the DX months now upon us again, the size of this colum will most proh- | 
. ably greatly increase. This means more editing to conserve space. As was done last 
year, the apparent size of the column will be assessed so that as much detail as pos- 
sible can be included in each report; so in a large month, such material as distance, 
Signal strength or program content may be deleted. Inelude as much information in 
your report as you desire and as much of it as possible will be included. Thanks. 


Next Meteor Showers: Aquarids - “ay 1-6 - expected hourly count: 12. 
Centids - May 19 - 21 - expected count is not known. © 


DX during late March and early April showed to be quite an improvement over 
last month. Numerous trops openings on good strength were reported along with the 
strong aurora of March 23 and 24, Finally some of our DXers reported scoring an 
Some aurora induced Es. As predicted, aurora also showed up on April Sth, but with 
weak strength. . . 


° e e ; . e ° ° . s ° s e . 


Mark Lewis, 224 Honiton Street, Downsview, Ont. CANADA ' ‘(EST) 
3-22: Some fairly strong signals with good color from WUAB-43 Lorain, Ohio, WJET-24 
Erie, PA and WSEE-35 Erie. WAKR-23 was noted with weak Signals. My tuner is. broken 
in the High band UH¥ and it took some doing to get Lorrain in here for even a few 
mements, but the color was strong. On vhf, at 11PM WICU-12 was really blazing in here 
almost like a Toronto local, with CFPL-10 Lomnion pounding in. Also noted was WWNY-7 | 
Watertown NY; I surprised Wayne with that one, he came over to get some CRTC news. I 
was up late that night and by 2 caught WGR-2 Buffalo s/off. At s/off WGR was un-_ 
believable in signal strengths With the Delhi 8282, I never worry about poor signals © 
on 2 & 7, but their intensity was something else that night. WHEC-10 Rochester, NY 
was in with strength almost equal to CFTO-9 here in Toronto at S/off. I also receive 
someone's CATV feed converting CBLT-6 Toronto‘to ch.103 probably about 5 miles NE of 
here. Luckily it's not too strong, and only comes in when I aim the antenna that way. 
When CPTO is on, there is no trace of it. Thank goodness there's nothing worthwhile 
D¥ wise out there. 3-23 Auroras, the first for me were really strong here. While at. 
a friends house, T noticed offset on 2, 3, :and 4eeven tho Buffalo had a fantastic sig- 
nal. I knew that this wasn't from the south, but at 3pm thought little of it. When 
T got home at 5:30 there was just too much coming in to even gat a picture, but as. 
luck would have it, at 8:57 P™, I logged CKBI-5 Prince Albert, Sask. (new) with ad- 
equate signal strength to get a decent color picture on Fda Sullivan at 9pm. I wasn't 
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able to log any more and went to bed early... At 1030. I .checked the channels and WICU~: 
-12 Erie was coming in with only slight traces of 24 & 35 Erie. » WQLN-54 Erie was in ~ 


quite:well, “y UHF part of the 8282 was. installed wrong. It looks like a loop is. __~ 
shorting out to the corner reflector. The AR-22R performed great in winds gusting.to — 


40. - 73's and lots of DX; Mark. (Glad to hear you pulled CKBI-5 out of the aurora, 
Let's hope there's more to come! ™G) Sain pe 


Jerry Pulice, 143 Gibson Avenue, Staten Island New York . (ST) 
Finally traced down un=id "KSTL-3" of 7 8-68. ‘I Sent photographs of the ID panel to _ 


the three most likely stations and revd- a verie from KARD Whichita, Kansas. It seems __ 


the. symbol of the Kansas State Network (KSN), resembles KSTL in the way the letters are 
joined’ together. It even looks like KSTL on the station letter head. I wonder if ‘1 
this violates FCC rules, as no station ID was shown. 3-24: auroral QRM noted at 2030 
on chs.'2 & 3. When T looked: outside, the whole sky was glowing! Only aurora I've 
ever seen. On the radio the next day, the NX said it was the most brilliant aurora 
seen in the area in 25 years. Strange, since much stronger auroral QRM has been seen, 
but with no-visible glow. Récently I worked over a 6ER5-6cg8 TV tuner into a preamp 
for DX.:»-Since it is a tuned RF amp, it really reduces WCBS's slop over on KYwW-3. To 
tune in the booster I first set the booster to the desired channel and adjust the an- 
tenna slug so that the RF amp oscillates. Now with a battery and pot, a few volts of 
bias are applied to the tumers AGC terminal to just stop tho oscillation. Gain is 
now very high, (judging by the claimed 8 db gain of the dual 6HAS Winegard booster. 
During the year's first good trops (2030 4-4-69), the new booster had a chance to 
prove it's worth. WTEV-6 WJAR-10 2 WPRI-12, all 8.I., wore in fair to good with it, 
although were not visible without. Total cost of the project was $3.00 for the tuner, 
which proves there is still something to be said for tho"build it yourself" school of 
thought, hi. 4-14-69: 0630 WBAL-11, WJZ-13' (180), WTOP-9 (180). Finally got WNCT-9 
(400) w/tp and an ID photo. Also saw néw WWBT-12 (280). If I hadn't read about the 
call letter change from WRVA in VUD, T- would have had fun trying to find in Jones R- 
TV. Hope 1969 trops break some records! 73 & best DX, Jerry. (The aurora of the 
23rd - 24th was indeed Something as you mentioned. Former TV DXing great, Bedford 
Brown, of the weather bureau informed me that the aurora was observed deep into the 
south. Sounds like your home made booster is working out well. This type booster 
seems to do the most good on older sets. How about writing a construction article on 
your booster for the Digest?’ MG) Cae ; on 


Rill Dracb, Ellis Street, R. R. #2, Kewaunee, Wisconsin. 54216 = (GST) 


T had a‘good trops opening here on April 3rd which gave me three new stations ( all 

on THF). Tn all there were 46 UNF stations in here that day and if I'm not mistaken 
Tt think that's the most the most I've-seen in-a-day. -On the evening of March 23 there 
waS a good aurora opening here which gave me my first skip of the year. 3-13: 1854 
WUCM-19, 1856 WC™U-14, 3-15 0729 WKNX-25. 3-18: 1900 WUCM-19, WCMU-14. . 3-19 1858 
WLFT-18, WICD-15, WCAE-50, 2000. WAND-17, WEEK-25, 2100 WIRL-19, WMBD-31, WEEQ-35, 
WICS-20, -3-23: 1625 WCMU-14, 1700 WUCM-19, 2005 As CFRN-3, CBXT-5, 2050 Ed Sullivan 


on ch.3, minus offset on channel 5, UnID on ch.2, 4-3: 1235 WANE-15, WPTA~-21, WKJG-33, 


WLFT~18, 1610 WICD-15, 1630 WAND-171636 WEEK-25, W“BD-31, 1640 WICS-20, 1651 WIRL-19, 
1657 WIUST-16, 1700 WFTE-14, 1704 WEHT-25, 1708 WLKY-32, 1735 _ -_ _-35 Madisonville, 
KY (NEW). (didn't catch their call), 1737 WKZT-23 (Elizabethtown, KY (NEW), 1740 WTTU- 
30 Bloomington, Indiana (NEW and first stn seen on that channel for me) 1800 WKYT=-27 | 
1805 WXTX-19, WICM-19, WKNX-25, 1845 WCMU-14, 1911 WDHO-24, 1916 WAKR-23, WVIZ-25, 
1915 WKRD-50, 1931 WXON-62, 1932 WTVS-56, 1954 WUAB+43, 2018 WKBF-61, 2020 WFMJ-21. 
4-4: 0450 color bars-8 to SW, 0458 WJW-8, 0526 WIRF-7, 0530 WIIC-11. My total is now 
at 3% with 105 on UHF. 73's and good DX, Bill. as 


David Cox, Box 16, Carrollton AL 35447 . (EST) 
Not much'in the way of DX. YSR-2 broke the ace on 4-2 3 1930 for the only DX seen 3: 
Since 2-8. Warmer weather has brought increased EGW and I'm hoping there is a trop 
opening in the making. Recently bought 4 used Alliance U-83 rotor; am using with my 
7 element LP and another antenna that was given tome. It has driven elements for 6 


—S 


and 13 ard six directors for 13... Veries in from WLWB-10 Miami and WLGY-10 Tampa | 
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my two best trops and from KTVI-2 for a new state and station. Hope I can make it to 
the club convention this year; money is the* main bject right now. Thats about all 
from here, PEST of DX to ALL! (It really is remarkable how often you see YSR-2! If 
only some of that LA DX would work itself up here more often! Hi. MG) 


Gary A. Olson, 5901 W. Brown Deer Road (CST) 
April 2: Improving trops seen. April 3: WILX-10 (NEW) logged at 7 AM. Also Logged + 
were WOOD-8 and WIVO-17. At 7 P? WXXW-20 (new) was received. Received later were 
WHA-21, WKOW-27 and WMRD-31, WEEK-25, WMTV-15. The tuner in my set is now fixed. The 
picture seems to have most of its old snap back. So, I guess I'm ready for a big DX 
season (hit):with my VHF and UHF antennas mounted about 20 feet off the ground is a 
tree outside my window. Despite the VHF locals, ch. 2 is open for skip and there's 
always something new happening on UHF, so maybe I can get my log to a decent level 
this summer. 73's, Gary. 


Rod Luoma, 15437 Asbury Park, Detroit, Michigan 4822 

First news first, which means I've finally snecumbed and purchased a color set. Its 
a 23" Zenith with AFC, solid state IF amplifiers and a not usual (unfortunately)low 
cost audio system including a 5" x 3" spaaker in a beautiful Early American console. 
T intend to hook it into my stereo system soon, as it really isn't much compared to 
my old Setchell-Carlson. Luckily there is large space in the base of the cabnet where 
T was able to install on a rackmy four "Prap-Ease" units which can be lowered for Dx- 
ing and raised out of sight for esthetic purposes. I still like my old Blonder-Tongue 
BTU-25 for UHF because it is slightly more sensitive than the set's UHF ‘tuner, but 
the real gain is that with the BT Unit, I know what channel I'm seeing, having in- 
scribed markings on the circular tuning dial for every channel E've gotten so far. 
The calibration of the UHF dial on the Zenith is atrocious! You can hardly tell which 
local channel you're on. However, for family use the AFC does a nice job of snapping 
in. the "HFers just as AFC on an FM tuner does. The selectivity on this set is very . 
good, especially on adjacent channel audio rejection. Now to the reception department. 
April 3 brought in a’ good UHF opening, bringing in two new stations. Due west was the 
hottest, pouring in the Madison, Wisconsin group of WMTV-15, WKOW-27 and new WHA-21 at 
about 325 miles. Also new, from Fond du Lac Wisconsin, KFIZ-34. From Illinois came 
WFLD-32, WIVO-17 and WCEE-23 from Chicago and. Rockford-Freeport areas respectively. 
WSBT-22 South Bend made a showing along with Fort Wayne's trio on 15, 21 amd 33. The 
Cleveland-Lorain bunch on 25, 43 ard 61 were good and 21 and 27 from Youngstown were 
poor. April 6 opened the area to the South (around 10pm when I caught it). Good in 
color was WLKY-32 Louisville at about 310 miles. Heavy CCI on WTOL indicated that 
WHAS-11 was back there fighting, but couldn't cut through. New WSWO-26 Springfield, 
Ohio and WXIX-19 Newport KY put in fair signals along with WKTR-16 Dayton, WIMA-35 
Lima. Good to excellent video was seen on WAKR-23, WUAB-43, WVIZ-25, WKBF-61, WEWS-5, 
WKYC-3 and WJW-8 from the Akron and Cleveland areas. Youngstown and Erie, PA UHFers 
were fair to very poor. UHF total is now 78 and 102 on VHF. 


Bill Heusmann, 3116 Sangamc. Street, Steger, Illinois — (cST) 


The past two months have been the madir of the DX season. Last month there was ab- 
solutely nothing to report. Now, finally there is a little trops activity. Having 
logged most of the more common MS stations, T haven't had the ambition to get up ear- 
ly, except for a shower, which is rather rare around now. The best thing that hap- 
-ened recently was the long delayed installation of my"Transcoupler" yagis. The in- 
stallation consists of ten element high band and low band antennas, stacked, with 
an eight bay "HF antenna between them. The UHF antenna undoubtably impairs the yagis 
performance, but putting it aborve would have put quite a bit of mast above the rotor. 
Still, T'm quite satisfied with the performance. Gain is better than the old Knight 
3-Star. With weak or no trops, something is always there from cities like Indianapol- 
is, “Milwaukee, Champaign, etc. Conditions have been so poor, that I really haven't 
had too much chance to check the performance. Directivity is definately better. The 
usual odd lobes of a Yagi are readily apparent, but they seem to be less numerous and 


more predictable than those of the 3 star. I'm still, of course, using-a Jerrold 
"Powermate and Winegard AP-220 N booster for UHF and VHF respectively. The powermate 
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overloads something awful from the Tocals, but when I'm facing away from Chicago, or ; 
the logals are off, it certainly helps. 411 of this is feeding into the usual old Sg 
RCA CTC-12, color set. - Now, though, it's unofficially mine; my father having bought — 
a new Magnavox TV stereo combination and donating the RCA set to me for a token 98¢. _ 

DX noted recently is as follows: 4-6: 11:30 KFVS-12, Cape Girardeau, MO. UnID CBS . 2% 
audio on 13, KCRG??? 2230 WHO-13 Des Moines, IA with vry hvy CCI at times; WHAS11 “ 
Louisville, KY and what surely must have been WKRC-12 Cincinnatti. 4-11: Fairly 
good trop. 1950 WYKG-54 Muskegan, “MI, 1953 WLFI-18 Lafayette, Indiana, WMTV-15 Madison: 
WI and WICD-15 Champaign, I11l., 2040 WICS-20 Springfiedd, IL. 2045 WPTA-21 and WKJG- ~~ 
33 fair. 2050 WMVT-36 Milwaukee, WI Best in ages. Tent. KFIZ-34, Fond du Lac, WI just ” 
barely synced. 2231 WAND-17 Decatur, IL. 2256 WUSI-16 Olney, IL.w/ RETMA tp, soon . 
off. 2335 MS burst on 117??? Syne bars popped in for + second - possibly trop condi- 
tions or quirk of tuner. 2253 WILX-10 Oneandaga, MI. 4-13: WLUK-11 Green Bay, WI w/ 
s/off.,. WKOW-27 Madison, WI fairly good. Thats all. ‘Maybe next month will be better. 

It can hardly be worse! > 


Morrie Goldman, WAQRAQ, Editor i. (CST) 
3-23 ‘Strong aurora noted, with some sign of Es... No TDs. 4-6: trops 11:25pm. noted | 
-0- offset on WXZ0-3 SE; WHAS-11 Louisville; KPLR-11 St. Lowis; WKRC-12 Cincinnati; 
KFVS-12; 11:45P™ WICS-20 Springfield, IL; WIRL-19 Peoria; WEEK-25 Peoria; 11:53pm 
WQA4D-8 “Moline, TL. 4-7: 12midnight KFVS-12 s/off; WBD-31; 12:50AM very weak ch. 5 
signal to SW -- no data; 7:00AM KFVS-12 and WTOL-i1. 4-411: 11PM to 12:05 AM WICD~15 
Champaign, IL; WYTV-15 “Madison, WI, both very strong; WLFI-18 lafayette, Ind.; WICS-20 
Springfield, Tll.; W8D-31 Peoria; WAND-17 Decatur, IL; WMVT-36 “Milwaukee. 4-16: ba 
11:00PM to 11:20PM un-id ch 14 SW (WJJY?77777 - if they're on yet?). 4-20: 12:25AM _ 
Same peming as WND'T but on about 43 ESE -~-could have been a harmonic-- anyone know if | 
they have a repeater?; 1:20AM W714E-71 La Salle, IL. running same pgming as WMBD-31. — 
“y thanks go out to 3411 Heusmann for this one for pointing it out to me in a phone © 
call. Signal was very weak. ‘1so seen from about 11:30P™ to 1:30AM were the following: 
weTv-15, WICD-15, WANE-15, WNDU-16 (much stronger than usual); WAND-17; WLFI-18, very 
strong WTV-18, WIRL-19, WPTA-21, WCEE-23, WEEK-25, WYBD-31, WEEQ-35, UnID-50 east - 
probably Detroit and an UnID s/off at 1:18 ESE on ch 21 - didn't look like WPTA-21. 


That about wraps up another month. One late note tho, Es was reported on April 
2 with good strength. Details next month. . 


73 and best of DX to all, Morrie  WAQRAQ 
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WIPDA SPECIBL NOTICE!!! 

_. We at headgquerters sincerely regret the ,lack of a Canadien 
Station News colum and an FCC News and Data FM columh this month... 
Annerently Wayre Plunkett's steneils did not penetrate the mails 
from Canada as at deadline they were not received here. 

Next month there will be en FCC News and Deta colurm for Fli -- 
we promisetiz = ;4.. = 
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ATTENTION FM DX FANS Pe te . . +4 
' We would like to see the FM section of our VHF-UHF Diges 

expend -<in the future’ Those of you who would like to see more 

Fi news, reports, récords, or what. have you are ercouraged to write 

WIFDA -headquerters with your ideas and suggestions. Most .of.all, 

thosecof you. who would be willing to write or edit a colum for 

the club are strovgly urged to Let us know of your Willingress to 

hely improve the coverage of FM in the bulletin. Please send . 

comments to Gery Olson or Ferdinerd Dombrowski at heedcuerters. 

> S695 3024 986 
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Bill Bens 5575 Sprtce Wood Drive Cincinnati, Ohio 45239 


Hello again. I sure hope everybody has better luck in March chan i aaa. Only 
recent activity here was the week before Easter. Worst of all, I missed the 
big aurora opening of 3/236 All I caught was it tapering off around 2200. On 
3/31 I noticed unn WDWS 97.5 Champaign, Ill. in like a gangbuster so I figured 
something was up, but only newie was WRBR 103.9 South Bend, -Ind (3kw.@187 mi) 
@1858 EST w/sports o/WHBM. No other activity until 4/4 ©0029 when WYDD 104.7. - 
Pittsburgh, Pa. in weak, .WONE off. At 0700 I finally caught “WENT. - 100.1-Kent, .- 
Ohio (3kw @218 mi) .w/KBC nx in briefly o/WCM. I've noticed semi=local WOXR ; 
97.7 Oxford, Ohio off quite a bit lately. I guess they're in.the process of . 
moving studios and xr accross ‘the state line to highest point in Ores ‘Totals 
now at 310. All FM DXers feel free ‘to write--I'11 answer. Sh : 


Now-r more fron ‘Oe oe and iabyton of. ‘Bill Benns, with this tetée a eee? Hi. 
FLASHE - Another big trop opening here -even bigger than: the. 1/20: biggie, oe 
it didn't last as long. Distance almost up to 600 miles was heard! -It all 
started around 1900 on 4/6 but wasn't able to get to the FM rig until past 2300 
RST. All I can say is wowli FIVE Wis. State Net. stns. were hrd right off the 
bat: WHRM 91.9 Wausau (468 mi) @2329 w/ID and nx, WHHI 91.3 Highland (396 mi) 
@2345 catching beginning of s/off, and then some quick work caught ‘the end of 
s/off of WHKW 89.3 Chilton (377 mi). Also hrd. were unn WHA 88.7 Madison = 
WHAD 90.7 Delafield. Unn WOC 103.7 Davenport, Iowa was. taped again @2334 . 
at the end of nx w/fantastic signal. WWIV 92.9 Cadillac, Michigan (352 mi): 
@2358 s/off. 4/7 WKFR 103.3 Battle Creek, Mich @0000 w/progressive rock, 
Unn WIAL 94.1 Faw Claire, Wis. (520 mi) was in great w/cw mx again for 5th time. 
Also hrd some St. Louies unn KMOX, KRCH. .And the biggest surprise and dis- ©: 
sppointnent of the . opening was the followings. At 0003 I tuned to 99.1 -and. hrd: 

wx and. sports, for Minn. _After this they went straight into mx w/no. We 1, 
know I had KEYC 99.1 Mankato, Minn at 590 mil I waited impatiently until 0015 
for an ID, but all there was in the m break was a PSA for USO. ., I could. tell it 
was starting to get weaker and I really got desperate because this would have 
been my best catch, so I called KEYC hoping maybe-I could gét.the announcer to 
ID before they faded out. I got. through only to find out the station is completel 
automated! I told the guy I talked to what I heard and he checked the log and: 
confirmed it. was them. He even told me when the next ID WOUID. BE, but they were 
gone by then. So it won't go in my log since I have a policy that all DX logged 
must be accompanied by: ry taped. ID. Totals now at 315 and ne 73. 


AlC Glenn Hauser . Box C 8638 Lowry AFB, Colorado 80230 


Greetings. againe I noted His aipauketon on. format. iI, would prefer to have - 
extensive DX listed in tabular: format,: ‘line: by line, rather: than in paragraph. 
It is too hard to dig info out of paragraphs. Actually, I think we'd all be 
better in reporting however we want to, and having it show up in the column in 
that patticular way. No use forcing everything into the same old mold. (amen RWW) 
Here's an abbrev. that would probably throw some of you if I didn't explain: CPC 
stands for Courtesy Programs Committee. MW clubs have long been active in 
arranging "DX TFSTS" on hard to hear stations, particularly daytimers at night. 
This has seldomm been done on VHF because of the unpredictability of openings. 
I think it should be done to a limited extent in certain cases, ie college stns 
and meteor showers. A great many FM stns. in the 88-92MHz band close down 
completely during the summer, thus they rarely have a chance to skip out sai 


NOTABLE QUOTE: 


“Galifornic hes the Sean. Andrees Feult, amon *. aga 
"First Tuesday! i 33 - 
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ae : FM Dx ‘deadline loth of each month ae "Batons Roger W. Winsor 
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Things have been picking up a bit as warm weather is now starting to set 
“ine Yo editor hasn't had too much time to DX, what with many hours of 

' overtime at the EJ&E Railroad, tnx to their oxtra board, but the $$$$ sure 
helpe Maybe I will be able to buy a tuner in the near future. Items of 
midwest interest: WPOK-FM 103.1 Pontiac, Illinois will be going on the air 
soon w/3kw, per phone conversation with CE. Their antenna is side mounted 
on the 1080 AM tower, and theytre killing locel WNWI daytime as close as © 
Gary. Also, WOPA-FM 102.7 has gone stereo, plays old rock records from 
the 50's and early 60's, and plan to change call letters. to WGID. WZZM-FM 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 95.7 is now RR and is up to 50kw per phone conversation. 
Now to DX: “ Let . fe i ae } 


Gil Morgan 133 South Hardwood Street Orgnze, California 92667 


Hi everyone! This is my first report to the FM section. I've been DXing 
the FM band for a year and a half. The equipment used here is a Lafayette 
Lf-425T tuner and TV rabbit ears. DX is as follows: all times PST, 3/22 
KUOR 89.1 Redlands, Cal. @1831 w/pop mx, KUCR 88.1 10 watts Riverside,CA 
@0121 on 3/23 and about 31 milés. 3/24 KBBY 107.9 Bakersfield, CA @13:09 
128 miles over mtns w/cw mx. 3/28 KXFM 99.1 Sante Maria @15:19 thru KBBL 
170 miles, only 3.2kw? (1969 VJ #5 says yes Gi. RWW), KSDS 88.3 San Diego 
830 watts @1600 83 miles w/good signal. Two call changes also hrd, KWST 
105.9, ex KBMS and KGRV 98.3 ex KBOB. Totals now 75 logged. 73 and good Dx, 


+S " Henk Holbrook 7211 Chestnut Street Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015 ~ 


~ All DXing done from our cottage at Fair Haven, Maryland overlooking. the 
Herring and Chesapeake Bays 15 miles below Annapolis, Maryland. FMwise 
the 1969 season is off to a good start here with the best opening noted on 
February 21st. 2/21 WDYL 92.1 Chester, Pa. 3kw @0937 @110 miles. New stn 
and verie by letter. WWDB Philadelphia, Pa., ex WHAT 96.5 l2kw @13:27 @120 
miles. Verie by letter. WHHS 89.3 Havertown, Pas 115 miles 8 watts @1433 
by far their furthest report. Good sig. for over 3 hrs, lowest powered 
QSLed here. WHOV 88.3 Hampton, Va. listed as 10 watts ©1629 @130 Miles 
rpt. covered 1 hr reception. No answer yet. Finally on 2/21 WIJU 91.3 
Charlottesville, Va. @2011 w/750 watts @125 mi., verie by letter already. 

3/21 WIPL 92.3 Baltimore, Ma. ex WSID'@2229, 3/22 WDVL 9201 Vineville, . 
NJ ‘3kw @1015, 95 miles, verie by letter already. . ; rbd 5 


_ Bob Astmenn 191 Louvaine Drive Kermore, New York 14223. 


This is my first FM or TV report since last November. I finally got back 
to FM DX this week since I am home from college for a short vacation. Only 
1 new stn. logged, that was WOTT 97.5 (170 Mi) Watertown, N.Y. Others 
noted, but hrd. before: CKWW 88.7 Windsor, Ont. (220 mi), WNOB 107.9 
Cleveland, Ohio (180), WRRN 92.3 Warren, Bhio (90 mi) and a few more not 
worth mentioning, All DX was done in the afternoon when the dial is 
crowded with many many locals. Local WYSL 103.3 has gone underground & AN. 
WBFO 88.7 has expanded their schedule, but still are off until 2PM Sat. PM, 
Totals so far 85 logged, 61 verified. Rx is RCA AM/FM/TV combo w/outdoor 
antenna and rotor and GE 15 trans. AM/FM w/Rembrandt stereo king phones. 


Dennis Park Smith 


a Cc 3 Music Department 
\A/ —o ee \ \ x University of California 
Santa Barbara, California 93106 

ate May 1969 Deadlines: 12th of each month 


_. Believe it or not, we have some DX to report this time, both from trops and Es 
propagations. Not a great deal, but some. As reported to this column, Es occurred 
on these days in March: 1, 20, and 25. 


Stanton K. Wigh, 2165 14th, Kingsburg, California 93631 

Can't say there was a lot of Es this month; some is better than nothing, though. 
On 3-1 I logged KNOP-2 Nebraska, 3-20 KMID-2 Texas, 3-25 at 1827 PST I logged XHCH-2 
in Chihuahua, Mexico interspersed with KMID. 

Trops: 3-29 @ 2300 PST had a fair opening on hi-band V. Logged: KXTV-10 Sacra- ~ 
mento, KSBW-8 Salinas, KNTV-11 San Jose, KOVR-13 (these stations usually 20% snow, 
all were solid, no snow, and wiping out a channel on each side! » KQED-9 and KGO~7 
San Francisco were also in but obliterated with adjacent channel. 

Departing from the TV-DX scene for a moment if I may, it has been noted by a 
number of reliable observers that the level of solar activity over the past two 
months has been on the increase. The predicted peak for cycle 20 was thought to 
have occurred last summer. It doesn't look that way now, however, with the level 
of solar activity as it is. 

A The current theory, as reported in "The World Above 50 Mc." column, March QST, © 
is that cycle 20 MAY be acting like cycle 17 which had two peaks coming some 12 
months apart. The same article goes on to give a rather optimistic prediction as far 
as smoothed sunspot counts go also (200). While I won't be so bold as to say that 
there will be an enormous number of sunspots, cycle 20 has made a turn for the better 
Undoubtedly more information will be made available at a later date so those who are 
interested in cycle 20 should keep their eyes open. ae 

. F layer activity, observed here in March, had the MUF above 50 MHz on the 2, 16, 
24, and 30 to such places as Hawaii, Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, and backscatter to 
most states in the southern U.S. and the Dominican Republic. There was also an 
aurora, felt as far south as Kingsburg, on the 23 of March. I didn't see anything 
on TV here but maybe someone further north did. tse : 

(Yours was the only Es this time, Stan. Thanks for the info on VHF activity; 
possibly Bob has made note of this also but don't know as of this writing. dps) 


‘AlC William G. Hauser, AF 15935294, Box C 8638, Lowry AFB, Colorado 80230 

~ This spring I became active in BCB CPC work, i.e. arranging DX tests, and dis- ° 
covering how satisfying it can be to help other DXers pick up a station normally © 
difficult or impossible for them. 

_ And I think the idea of DX tests should be applied to VHF and UHF as well. It 
would be particularly useful during meteor showers, when burst after burst may reach 
the high band...but no stations are on during the wee hours to get "bursted." In the 
AIPA's heyday, a few such tests were arranged; I think it's time again. re 

It's hard for a hot MS DXer to sacrifice a local channel (or 3), so why not 
write to faraway stations you'd like to get, say in a rare state, hopefully not near 
any other active MS TVDXer. I suggest we concentrate on the high VHF band, and the 
lower edge of UHF. There has been some MS observed on UHF; the more stations we can 
get to test, the better the chance for more. Emphasize the scientific value of such 
observations. Don't bother with low powered stations. 

I suggest that we concentrate our efforts on the early morning of Tuesday, 12 
August 1969, when the Perseid shower will peak. Stations should run either a TP or 
ID slide, with large, easily legible, high-contrast call letters. The audio portion, 
to be most effective, should be a continuous cartridge giving NOTHING but the call 
letters, over and over. -Thus on a Single burst lasting a second or two, an ID is 
possible, even likely. Try to persuade the station to remain on for the longest 
period possible--perhaps never leaving the air between evening and morning program- 
ming. We also might limit ourselves to certain channels, so we will not needlessly 
Switch all over the hand, say 7 and 8, 14 and 15. 


om. e- 


~~ 
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_ NOW is the time to get started--as soon as you read this. Info on which sta- 
tions will test should be in the JULY VUD, to reach everyone in time, so you've got 
about a month to confirm arrangements. I hope those with experience in BCB CPC work 
will try their hand at this, during the BCB "off season." As well as everyone else 


who would like to. If you're not equipped for highband/UHF MS DX and would have no- 


thing to lose if your local stays on all night, by all means contaft them personally 
and see about a test for the rest of us! Please write me on how your efforts turn 
out or for any advice on how to go about arranging tests. Until the next, 73 deGlenn. 
(Anyone interested in arranging such tests could have info to WIFDA headquarters 
by late June to be in the July VUD in time to reach all for the August shower. dps) 


Stu Grade, 2828 So. Cornelia, Sioux City, Towa 51106 

. Good conditions and Easter break teamed up to provide a short vacation from 
studies in the first part of April. The weening of 4/5 saw KTVH-12 and WIBW-13 
breaking through the snow with a good South path opening up. These conditions pre- 
vailed through Easter Sunday. At 0745 CST, KTVH*12's TP was 90% clear with no QRM. 
Later on @ 1652 new *KHNE-29 Hastings made it (parallel to other Nebr. ETV stations 
except KYNE-26 which wasn't on). The evening brought KTSB-27 Topeka very good @ 2200 
Surprisingly, the KGIN/KELO complex on 1] gave up dominance of the channel @ 2100 as 
new *KTWU-11 Topeka broke through with a 70% Picture and KGIN audio. I knew it was 
just a matter of time until I would get KHNE, but KTWU has been eluding me since 1965 
Other stations noted on 4/6: WIBW-13, KHOL-13, KHPL-6, KDLO-3, KHAS-5, KOLN-10, KVFD- 
21. Back at Ames, I have a different room in the dorm that faces south and my FM re- 
ception is much improved. In Des Moines, KDIN-TV is the new call for the Iowa ETV 


Network. Channel 12 at West Branch will be on by 1/70. ETV KRNE-12 Merriman, 
- Nebraska is also on the air now. 73's and Best of DX. 


_ (Thanks, Stu, for your early April VHF-UHF trops results. dps) 


.. Dennis Smith--like Stu, your editor was home between school terms, from 25 to 31 


March in Wasco, California. A mild spring with moist air, apparently with a dry lay- 


. er above it, produced some ducting (trops) from the 25th (possibly before) to the 29. 


VHF. TV and FM were slightly above normal and UHF was much above normal as is typical. 
The following of interest was seen during this time. : 
KTXL 40 Sacramento 215 mi. Fair-good V/clear A 
K73-- 73 Exeter 48 mi.. Fair/clear Translator of KQED-9 
K76-- 76 Hanford 54 mi. Poor/fair Translator of KQED-9 
K79BU 79 Porterville 38 mi. Fair/clear Translator of KQED-9 

These translators were even better on eve of 28 March along with another KQED 
xltr, probably K82BM Coalinga, apx 65 mi, very poor V, no audio. Transmitter loca- 
tions to the above three (73,76,79) have been determined--so from Stan Wigh in Kings- 
burg, they are about 30, 15, and 40 miles resepctively. — 

In addition, KAIL 53 Fresno (95 mi, fair/fair)-was seen on 25th eve, KLOC-TV 19 
Modesto (170 mi, very poor/very poor) on 26th eve, and new CBS station KMST 46. 
Monterey (145 mi, poor/fair) was noted for less than a minute at a time on 26th at 
0802 and 27th at 0735 & 0758 PST. ae 

As expected, when trops conditions died down after the 29th, 76 disappeared; 

73 and 79 remained consistent-——though weaker--because of hill locations. 

_ These were seen on my 1965 Zenith 15" B&W portable with Blonder-Tongue BTX-11A 
UHF Converter and 1954 Walsco 2-bay VHF-UHF Stacked V antenna 46 feet above ground. 
Two new loggings raise total to 137. 

Back here in ‘coastal southern California, the winds and rain have finally quit 
for the season, and the inversion condition is returning as of 17 April (for the same 
reason smog is now building up in Los Angeles) with resulting increasing VHF-UHF 
strengths from as far as San Diego and Tijuana at 200 miles. 

Best of DX to all : gt Dennis 


. 


Cat 


Jeff cise 


_Location 35 


Charlotte NC 
Matanzas Cuba 

Paso de Cortes Mex 
Maracaibo Venezuela 
TOTAL for 5 stations 


Dothan AL 
Tucson AZ 

Los Angeles CA 
Redding CA 

San Francisco CA 
Denver CO 


i», Washington DC... 
.. Orlando FL 


Columbus GA 
Savannah GA 
Chicago IL 
Cedar Rapids IA . 
Sioux Cyty IA 
Baton Rouge LA 
Cadillac MI . 
Minneapolis MN 
Kansas City MO 
Saint Louis MO 
Glasgow MT 
Manchester NH 
New York NY 
Syracuse NY 
Charlotte NC 
Greenville NC 
Waynesville NC 
Cincinnati OH 
Cleveland OH 
Steubenville OH 
Oklahoma City OK 
Eugene OR 
Aberdeen SD 
Chattanooga TN 
Abilene TX 
Austin TX 

El Paso TX 
Monahans TX 
Ogden UT 
Wausau WI 
Melita Man 


"CBOFT" Ottawa Ont 
"CBFOT" Timmins Ont 


Tacks, Jeff! 
a new reporter, Which could prove rather painful. 


~ EDITOR: Glenn Hauser 
_ Box C 8638, Lowry AFB 
2g Colorado 80230, USA. 


MAY 
1969 


At this rate; next month werd have ‘only half’ 


CHANNEL 9 SKIP TVX RECORDS 


Prop . 

MS 1020 
MS 790 
ks 1440 
Es 330 
iS+ wed 30: 


Miles DXer, Location_ — le a ete 


ee Me 


Bill Draeb, Kenunas iw 
id Sparks, Odessa TX — 


_gichard Lowry, Temple TX 
Bedford Brown, Hot Springs AR | 


"| JHANNEL g BVDX RECORDS 


(Trons,- Sronuamane: 


565 


unknown) 


B. J. Bingham, Festus MO 
Glenn Hauser, Langmuir Lab NM 
Dennis Smith, Wasco CA 
Dennis Smith, Walnut ree eh 
Dennis Smith, Wasco CA’’ 

Carl. ‘Dabelstein, Omaha NB 

Ed Rugel, Independence KS 
Ray Foster, Monroe LA 

Ray Foster, Monroe LA 

David Cox, Carrollton AL 


Robert Cooper, Oklahoma City OK 


Robert Cooper, Oklahoma City OK 
Bill Meers, Lagrange KY 

Glenn Hauser, Enid OK 

Frank Hill, Gallipolis OH 
Bill Meers, Lagrange KY 
Robert Seybold, Dunkirk NY 
Gary Ojson, Barrington IL 
Dennis Smith, mobile 

Robert Seybold, Fredonia NY 
Barney Rauch, Peoria IL 

Frank Merrill, Milan MI 

Carlon Howington, Homestead FL 
Barney Rauch, Peoria IL 

Dennis Smith, Waynesville NC 
Ed Rugel, Independence KS 
Richard Baker, Moberly MO 

Ed Rugel, Independence KS 
Hobert Seybold, Fredonia NY 


Michael B. Northam, Beaverton OR 


Fred McCormack, Des Lacs ND 
Glenn Hauser, Enid OK : 


Ray Foster, Monroe LA 


Jack Keene, Houston TX 

Glenn Hauser, Langmuir Lab NM 
Glenn Hauser, Enid OK 

Elwood Walter, Roy UT 

“Ken Butterfield, Plymouth MI” 
Fred McCormack, Des Lacs ND 
Richard Nieman, Buffalo NY 
Frank Merrill, Milan MI 


Why not reverse the trend? 


- Comments “=e 
= 


(CMBF) 


also trops(?) 


bcs dowi 


ee WFTV 


was ch 26. 


now KCAU 
was ch 28 
was ch 13 
was KEYD 


of CKCK-2 


was in NJ 


of. WSPA-7 


was ch 8, WJW 


now KMOM 
now KOET . 


ies CKX TV 2 


more 


STATISTICS PAGE 2 MAY 1969 


CFTO Toronto Ont 410 Bill Draeb, Kewaunee WI 
CKLW Windsor Ont 380 Ivon Harris, Ararat PA 
CKBL Matane PQ 210 Ghislain Girard, Arvida PQ 
CHRE Regina Sask | 210 Fred McCormack, Des Lacs ND 


(CMAB) Camagtiey Cuba ae 355 Carlon Howington, Homestead FL now CMFE 
3 TOTAL for 46 stations: 19515 + 6210 (skip) = 26125 miles 


‘Analysis. By skip distance, Bedford Brown is the clear leader with his fantastic 2130 

mile ‘catch from Venezuela. Ed Rugel leads non-skip records by distance, with 255 miles; 
then Seybold, 2280; Hauser, 2070; Rauch, 1555; Foster, 1545 3 and Cooper and Meers tied ~ 
with 1240. By number of records held, Hauser has 5; Smith, 5 (but two are "zeros"); and 
Rugel, Foster, Seybold and McCormack each has 3. Still up for grabs are stations WIWV % 
Tupelo MS, KPNE North Platte NB, KTRE Lufkin TX, KCTS Seattle WA, XERV Reynosa Tams,i.a, 


e 3 CHANNEL 22 TVDX RECORDS nee 
KWHY os Angeles CA -90 Dennis Smith, Santa Barbara CA was KPOL 


WSIL Harrisburg IL 4ho Bill Draeb, Kewaunee wI : now ch 3 
WSBT South Bend IN ; 385 David Kanaar, Buffalo NY 
WWEP “Springfield MA 4OS5 Dennis Smith, Little Creek VA 
WKEF Dayton OH 365 Michael Levstein, Downsview Ont 
eer tie Bill Draeb, Kewaunee WI 
-_ WDAU- Scranton Pa 625 Bill Draeb, Kewaunee WI was WGBI 
KVDO Corpus Christi TX : 465 Ray Escoffier, New Orleans LA now off 
WVNY Burlington VT nee 360 Vincent Palmer, Hamilton Ont 
" °" TOTAL for 8 stations: » 3135 
CHANNEL 23 TVDX RECORDS 
WMSL Decatur AL 685 Bill Draeb, Kewaunee WI now ch 48, Huntsville 
KERO Bakersfield CA = = = — 4S Dennis Smith, Mt. Piflos CA ‘was ch 10 
WGBS Miami FL 735 Robert Weems, State College MS now off 
WCEE Rockford IL 495 Mark Lewis, Downsview Ont 
WKZT. Elizabethtown KY . 470 Dave Pomeroy, Kansas City KS 
WAKR © Akron OH 385 Gary Ojson, Bloomington IL 
WCVE Richmond VA. 95 Hank Holbrook, Fair Haven MD 
-_tie Larry Vogt, Springfield VA 
_ TOTAL for 7 stations: 2910 (ties are counted but once) 
We oe CHANNEL 2h TVDX RECORDS 
KMJ . Fresno CA 190 Dennis Spith, Walnut Creek CA 
KVCR © San Bernardino CA 25 Eric Norberg, Claremont CA 
WEDH Hartford CT 385 Dennis Smith, Lyttle Creek VA 3 
WDAN Danville IL 485 David Kanaar, Buffalo NY now ch 15, WICD 
WMET Baltimore MD 160 Joe Fela, Newark NJ <5 
WHIV Meridian MS 70 David Cox, Carrollton AL 
WCNY Syracuse NY 175 ‘Wayne Plunkett, Weston Ont 
WDHO Toledo OH Pea 635 Dave Pomeroy, Lawrence KS . 
WJET Erie PA 10 Gary Ojson, Barrington IL 
“TOTAL for 9 stations: - 2535 E 
eas CHANNEL 25 TVDX RECORDS 
WEEK Peoria IL . 550 Mark Lewis, Downsview Ont 
KCTY Kansas City MO (KS) O Dave Pomeroy, Overland Park KS now off 
WEHT Evansville IN (KY) | 455 Bill Draeb, Kewaunee WI was ch 50 
WKNX Saginaw MI ee we 230 Gary Ojson, Barrington IL was ch 57 
WJTV Jackson MS 205 Mrs W. C, Breithaupt, Lyttle Rock AR now ch 12 
WNYE New York NY O Dennis Smith, New York NY \ 
WVIZ Clevelarid OH 360 Bill Draeb, Kewaunee WI ® ase 
KOKH Oklahoma City OK -_- 70 Glenn Hauser, Enid OK 


KTVQ Oklahoma C;ty OK : _ 5 “Glenn Hauser, Oklahoma City OK now off 
eer 2 i, Kes ee ze more 


| *Weos: - columbia sc 330 R. W. Walker, Daytona Beach FL now WOLO 
- WCAN . ‘Milwaukee WI " , __255 Carl Lupton, Shelbyville IL now off 
-) -.~ TOTAL for 11 stations: © 0. -] Je ce ; 
“Analysis. Draeb captures channel 22 honours with 3 records at 1430 miles. On 23, the 


all-time UHF record is held by Robert Weems at 735 miles. On 2h, Pomeroy is first dis- 
tancewise, at 635 miles; Smith has 2 records at 575 miles.. Draeb also leads on 25 with 
2 records at 815 miles, while your editor has two at only 75 miles. 


WMAL 


om esas ete isl 


ADDITIONS AND REVI 


SIONS TO CHANNEL 7 TVDX RECORDS 


Washington DC 380 Jeff Kadet, Needham MA 
WITN Washington NC 580 . Jeff Kadet, Needham MA 
Ci!BF = Ciego de Avila Cuba Es 1650 Ed Sparks, Odessa TX 
XEX  Altozomoni Mex Es 800 Richard Lowry, Temple TX 


ADDITION TQ CHANNEL 8- T¥DX RECORDS 


KHQL 365 Glenn Hauser, Fnid OK 


g 
5 
& 


ay Bee te 


other hand, he feels 'ta change in call letters does indeed constitute a new station", 
y ~ Unfortunately, new call. sign is usually applied to the sane set of studios and trans- 
mitters; this is what we. have meant by considering it the seme station. The standards as 
expressed previously are based more on a technical /operational standpoint than on super- 
ficial things such as call signs. May we have comments from others on this? Naturally, 
Hank.also feels sharetime stations should-be counted separately. Now for a point of a- 
greement between Hank and me...rule 6 should be expanded to cover mobile DXing. This 
omission was an oversight on my part. How about some more of you speaking up? I must 
assume that those who say nothing are either satisfied or don't care! 


ae LOOKING BACK AT THE LOWBAND 
After many meters of adding mach'ine tape, I've compiled some info I hope willbe of in- 
terest...There may be a few errors, but no large ones, I hope. The following reflects 
records published in: the last few months for channels 2? thru 6, Obviously, virtually all 
are Es. Updetings thru April are included. The top Dxers of lowbend in 3 categories::: 


By total distance : By # records held By average distance 
Bly BA Coep 


8710' 


Dombrowski : 


1. | 1168107. Cooper Cooper Cages 4230 Lupton, . 
20 = 95 Johnson ee Johnson _ ee 125 — Hasperue 
3; 49300 Hauser. * — -. hh. Hauser ~. 3112 Lowry 
We eee BOSS Brown 18s Norrdquist 2389 Brown 
Serene 25995 Seybold | 43 Brown: 2291 Cooper » 
6, 18920 Smith Seybold 2008 Hepp 
7. 18665 Nordquist Smith 1980 Hill 
8. 1275 Foote > 10 * Aiken 19h9 Seybold’ 
9. 12555 _ Aiken ag Dracb 1910 Harvey 
ye 12070. ~~ Erint. _ Foote. 1900 Brooks 
i 1. 10090 ~ ~Dilion 8 -°° Dillon 1883 Johnson 
oe 10035 , Ruland © . Erint % 1881 Boyd 
Lag 9030° - Draeb - Dombrowski 1837 R. Nieman 
Uy. Ruland 1788. Olson 


_. Until-the next, 73 de Glenn 


aie ae aD 
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BORSA EI ERAT IER RAE TERETE SERRE EASES ENGEL HEARSE SLAGAL ELSE HE HEAL SEI IEOLIEHE SESH SEES SESE eGR 
* TV GUIDE AND TV PROGRAM LISTING EXCHANGE -~— ADDITIONS AS OF MAY x 
ESERIES SHEEHAN He SAE THe HEHEHE HEE SEE HE TEAR AGE HES HEE MAE IERIE SESE SES eH MLSE SESE SE He Sess eapeap 

Since our last list was published several people heve written 
expressing interest in exchanging their local and area television 
program listings with other WIFDA members. In fact even some non- 
WIFDA members have indicated an interest in exchanging program guides; 
for those on the outside looking in let it be known that we are most 
happy to have you participate (and let it also be known we'd like to 
have you as active members!!! 


‘hame and address / tv_guide edition or local listing 
_;Michael Wojcleszak.<..............Weatern WY edition of TV Guide 
“119 Maple Grove Ave, paca oe . 

Tonawanda, NY 14151- 


Mark ROGLOWMEN 6 es 5 0 i 8a oo oe kB teen NY edition of TV Guide 
306: Riverside Ave. 
Buffalo, NY¥:14207 


Stewart Magkenzic. ...s6i 6. 2 Eee Angeles area TV Guide 
16182 Ballad Lane also Herald Examiner TV Weekly 
Huntington Beach, Calif.92647 also Santa Ana Register TV section 


Fred Nordquist..........0e..s00..Newspaper schedule for: 
104 G Kings Perk Dr, Syracuse, Rochester, Plattsburg, 
Liverpool, NY 13088 Binghamton, Watertown, etc. 


Fred MCOOPWOOK... ev eawesads ese eNorth Dakota edition of TV Guide 
iB Oe ay ot ess © | 
Fargo, N.D. 58102 


.. Within the next couple of months a complete list of all those 

wanting to participate in the exchange will be published. 
For those new to VTFDA, the program listing exchange operates 

as follows: DxXers desiring to exchange their local listings with 
Others notify headquarters what edition they would like to exchange, 
When a person's name appears in VHF-UHF Digest in the exchange column 
any interested person may initiate an exchange by sending a copy of 
his own local edition to the desired person on the list or by writing 
the particular person and requesting the edition and providing 3rd 
class return postage (approximately 6-12 cents). The person 
receiving the edition from another DXer is obliged to send a copy of 


Please do not send excess copies of your local edition to VTFDA 
headquarters; HQ does not function as an exchange center for these 
listings.” Zi 

Hopefully the lst Annual YIFDA Convention, which ig coming up 
Shortly, will be a good place for mutual exchanges. of various program 
listings. If you intend to attend the convention, save your old 
IV Guides and progrem listings and bring them along, 

FERRIES HE SESE SESE Hose SES FI ee ERE HH HH HHH TR ITE TET HEIL AE AL SLAL SL ESE See see aE aL aE aE 
HHS HERE HERR WETS ETE TENE SESE SESE SE dee HEE RE N  EM EIE ON SEE SIE Se ae see ae ge ge WR ESE IE ESE 

Le HELP US FIND THESE PEOPLE - VOL. 1 
WIFDA is attempting to reach as many known DXers from the past as 
possible. Many people from our lists of past active DXers have vanished 
from sight leaving no forwarding address. In order to try to reach them, 
cach month WIFDA will publish a few names with former addresses; if you 
know where these people cen be reached, please drop a card with the 
person's name arid address to headquarters!!! 

Richard Miller, 823 Wyandotte, Royal Oak, Mich. (as of 1960) 

Williem C.Moser, 2610 Eighth “avé., Pueblo, Colo. (as of 1965) 

Clarence Rareshide, 1923 Milan St., New Orleans, La. (as of 1957) . 

Ed Rugel, 304 North Park Blvd., Independence, Kan. (as: of 1961) 


Gordon E, Simkin 1399 Austin Ave., Idaho Falls. Id. (as of 1960 
BOERNE TEE TEMA SESE Lae THAR SERA SEG ETL SON SESE Re SERIE Heh gee oat RHR HRSG Ee esesesy 
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Be See. 
BOBS 
BOB's TECH NOTES 


ee ItCh AOTES 


A MUCH BETTER COAX see, 


+sshas been developed for the “82 channel" home (consumer) installations. This is 
an RG-59/U cable (ie. it is the small diameter type), but it has.loss figures that 
make it very comparable to RG-11/0 (the larger_75 ohm coax), even at UHF. 


I still do not recommend (this) coax for UHF, excepting when used with a quality 
(CATV type) UHF pre-amplifier. But at VHF, it compares very-very favorably with the 
shielded 300 ohm twin lead. If coax loss figures escape your. memory, check our April 
TECH NOTES. : eS edges 


There are two firms manufacturing this new form of coax, Belden and International 
Wire and Cable (1300 W. Fletcher, Chicago, Illinois 60657. - Atten: Dick Salam). For 
reasons that I won't cover here, the International cable is superior, - 

_ INTERFOIL .(International) 750 Series Coax aes Gt ee 
Loss Per 100' - 1.6 db at channel 23 2.1 db -channel 13; 5 db Ch. 14; 7 db Ch. 63 


This cable has a solid aluminum foil shield (replacing the earlier braided copper 


shields). Fittings required are the F-56 f* style fittings, F-59 fittings will not 


work, Price is $27.00 per 1,000 (2.7 cents per foot) to dealers. 


Anyone who uses any other type of small diameter coax at VHF should have his head . 


examined. Oh yes - the 100 percent shield makes it virtually immune from local noise 
pick up. 


A_REPLACEMENT FOR THE JERROLD TRAP EASE 


We've talked about the tuneable trap including the old (no longer available) 
Jerrold Trap Ease unit(s) which allowed you to tune out interference from an adjacent 
local channel and bring through weak DX, even right up next to locals. 


‘We. all bemoaned the fact that the Trap Hase was no more. Bemoan’ no longer - Chann- — 
el Master has come to our rescue, 8 ee ee 


The model 7008 (low band) and 7009 (high band) tuneable wave traps are "custom* 
made for DXing. These are intended for MATV installations, but they ‘are priced low 
enough that any serious DX'er will want one or a set. 


The umijts have two calibrated, vernier dials on the front. Adjustment procedure 
follows. In tests rum here in Oklahoma city, I cut the local undesired carrier (audio 
or video) by up to 60 db. By comparison the Trap Ease units were good for 20 db of 
attenuation. 60 db is a bunch! =e 


Channel Master's instructions may scare you, for they tell how to use a scope and/ 
or field strength meter (FSM) to set them up. No need to panic, simply follow these 
set up instructions. Once you get the "hang' of the unit, tuning will be duck soup. 


(A) The trap is a 75 ohm device, with F fittings, It goes. in the antenna line 
just ahead. of the receiver (note: do not attempt to use it with an AC-DC - 
- transformerless power supply - receiver). Tune the TV set to the desired 
channel, one adjawent to a local signal. Set the TV set fine tuning: to the 
point where you would get a signal from a weak, distant, station, if the slop 
over crud from the local station was not present. 


Bob's Tech Notes - May 1969 
_ Page Two - 


(B) Tune the top. vernier knob slowly until you see a decrease in slop from your 
local station. This is a sharp adjustment, so tune slowly. 


 (C) The first null point found, adjust the second knob for the same result; a 
Minimizing of the slop. Now re-adjust the top knob, playing the two back and 
“forth until the slop is at a minimum. SS mae 


If you receiver has pretty fair adjacent charnel rejection, you may find that the 
slop disappears completely with the first knob adjustment. Don't stop there - re-tune 
your fine tuning into the slop again, and then finish your trap adjustment. This will 
insure maximum selectivity for the receiver,as well as maximum sensitivity. — 


The average TV receiver has much poorer adjacent channel rejection on high band, 
than low band. Using a 9 inch Sony portable, on channel’12, I am able to viewa 
channel 12 station 190 miles distant with a twin lead dipole in the shop, right next 
to a local channel 13 (6 miles away). Without the trap; on an outdoor yagi, I don't 
even know the channel 12 station is there! 


Check your local Channel Master distributor. The pricing seems to vary between 
_ $20. and $26.00 in different areas, per unit. 

Since the vernier dial is calibrated, once you find the.proper point for a given 
channel, you can jot down the vernier dial readings and retune quickly to a channel 
by using the dial markings. Recommended highly. 


DXing ANTENNAS 


Write to Swan Antennas, P.O. Box 1122, Stockton, California (95201) for full 
details on their MATV antenna line. : 


Here are the first honest to goodness CATV quality antennas, at reasonable prices, 
I've seen yet. Swan has a very nice work up on specifications which you will enjoy 
reading even if you don't intend to buy just now. Their gain figures are very hon- 
est, even conservative. The antennas are very flat, excellent for color. I've tested 
the complete line and find it very interesting. 


Here are some typical (abbreviated) specs on just part of the line: 


Channel 2-3 Antenna 12 elements 7 db gain 300 ohm 120" boom $30.00: 


2-FM « 9. * 9 db " J) 25.00 
2-6 " 5. a 10 db." Lab a ia ’ 25.00 
7-13. 8 12 " 12 db. 1 15 0 " " - 36.00 
FM ie 10 ll db 4 [eee SUNG 8 40,00 
2 8 " he ab oe gee pO et 49.00. 
6 8 12 db " ee Ls eee Pe 8 # 45.00. 
ae ee 9 y LZ Gi M2 5s ae 90-5 - 36.00. 
13 ow 9 12 dbo 75 Eee. 78 : ti Aan 30,00 


Yes, the antennas can be stacked, and Swan will supply stacking kits. I rate 
these antennas FAR AND AWAY the best on the market at this time. 


73, Bob Cooper, Jr. 


TECHNI/CORNER | ees Page 2 


) Open Line Mast Standoffs ....1 stated recently that open line mast standoffs were not 


available in large electronic warehouse catalogs. (In fact, I hadn't seen them offered: 
even by "fly-by-night" outfits) But Amateur Radio Supply -- a rapidly rising Milwaukee 
based outfit -~ offers them in their catalog. They are made by Saxton, the same company 
that makes the open line and roof standoffs offered in Allied, etc. Why the mast stand~ 
offs aren't listed also in Allied, etc. I-don't know. “Cost is 20¢ each from Amateur 


Radio. | we 


Anateur Radio specializes in ham gear, offering as wide a range of equipment as found. 
anywhere. Used equipment is abundant also. All prices are discount, the same as 
Allied, etc. on identical equipment.. Address is: 4828 West Fond du‘Lac Avenue, . 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53216. Sei : 


“a 
a 


Consumer Reports Rating » + « + My request for permission to use Consumer Reports. . 
ratings in my proposed equipment evaluation articles has been denied. in C-R's words, 
"while we will lend assistance to any non-profit group, it is against our policy :to 
permit the blanket use of our ratings." I did intend to draw heavily from their findings, 
Since it is impossible for the "little man" to evaluate all the types and sizes of 
available DX equipment. However, I will note next month all recent C-R articles on 
related equipment and offer my opinion as to their value. Evaluation of some equipment 
by C-R is not always worthwhile. pia 


500 saab | ae 
MICRO- Paes he 
vours 400. . lie 


*. 
66 


Ce. £ 2 oe 
60 61 62 63 64 65 
CH. 3 FREQUENCY 


“ 


Sketch shows tuner voltage at ch. 3 (for discussion only) untrapped at the’ left and _ 
trapped at the right hy a T-line stub cut for 63 megahertz. Voltage is reduced about 
five times at the center, but only slightly at the ends of each channel, 


er ei 
73's 
Dave 


+ sc ; t 


3661 South 46 Street 
Greenfield, Wisc., 53220 


Gonducted by 
David T. Janowiak 


TECHNI/CCRNER 


MAY 


FOLLOW UP 


This months column contains additional info about topics discussed in previous TECHNI/ 
CORNER articles: 


I-Line Wavetraps. . . . Bill Heusmann -- CCi editar —- mentioned recently that a club 
member had had no luck with the T-line wavetraps described recently in the VUD. Bill 
himself ha d not tried the traps, but he certainly needed them to. fight.images from .. 3 
Chicago UHFer's ; : teat = ie 


A five minute demonstration at Headquarters with open T-line quickly convinced Bill that 
this "cheap and dirty" technique is indeed effective. Images from local WVTV 18 two 
miles away and low band and high band slop from WIMJ 4 and WITI 6 five miles away were 


reduced or eliminated. The traps, Bill noted, should work OK in Steger. 


It occurred to me, however, that skepties might pose three questions about these traps: 
(1) Is this a "hit and miss" technique? (2) Are other channels also affected? (3) Wild 


attenuation (signal rejection) be great enough? 


(1) Trapping radio frequency signals with T-line stubs is a basic phenomenon that will 
work in all cases when properly built and connected. A T-line stub cut to a 1/4 or 1/2 
wavelength of a specific frequency and connected in para llel with the antenna is a ° 
simple tuned circuit that prevents a good portion of that frequency from reaching the 
receiver. There's no "maybe it will work, maybe it will not". 


(2) The curve shows the approximate bandwidth of a T-line trap cut for thé ceriter of 
ch. 3. Note that if cut to the center of a TV channel, only a little: of the adjacent 
channel is attenuated. The user, however, might want to cut the trap for the exact 
video or sound carrier of the offending channel. ate wth SM 


Obviously, these traps are no good, for example, if you are trying to log a weak FM 
station at 98.1 with a strong local on 98.3 since both will be attenuated about equally. 
But it will effectively reduce or eliminate images seross the entire band caused by a 
strong local. 


(3) Personal tests with a signal strength meter and attenuator pads have verified that 
Signal reduction is about five times. Of course, this might not be enough to eliminate 


strong signals. Even my Jerrold Trap Ease tunable can't kill completely local slop on 
adjacent channels. : 


Also, T-line traps will not work’as well (less attenuation) as CATV traps or consumer 
tunable traps built by Channel Masters or Finco. But an attenuation of five times is not 
too bad at a cost of nothing! Where locals are very strong, buy the commercial traps, 

of course, for maximun attenuation. 


If you're still Skeptical, just connect a 100 inch length of open line, short it at 


different points, and note the results. Five minutes of trial-and error is worth a 
thousand words. : : 


RCA's Favorite TV/Trap .:, - + In the April, 1969 Radio Electronics magazine, "RCA's 
favorite TV/Trap" for FM is - escribed on page 74. A 2-15 vieofarad capacitor is con- 
nected to a 4.5 inch length of 300 ohm line, the other end shorted, the line taped to 

the antenna lead in near the tuner, and the capacitor tuned for maxinun signal rejection. 
I built it, and it works! It should; it& the same as the T-line wavetraps just described, 
except that the 2-15 capacitor and stray capacitance in the line plus the stray inductance 
form a tuned circuit \ttenuation and bandwidth are the same as the T~line wavetraps. 

Of course, tuning is vinpler since a knob can be attached and calibrated for different 
frequencies. I did mt> that hand capacity affected. tuning; that is, with capacitor 

~ apparently set for naaitum rejection, attenuation was reduced when the hand was removed 
from the capacitor, 


— : 
Ee oA Lk 
oe by: Bob Cooper;Jr. (W5KHT) 


e he, Ba Ce ep ; 4007 North Pennsylvania--- - =. 
Pe ee aie ts _ «++-Cklahona City, Oklahoma 


3 S : si ca LS : - - . S 
"UNDERSTANDING USE OF THE DECIBEL MAKES SELECTICN CF EQUIPMENT EASY! " 


You can't smell it, feel it or taste it. Yet the decibel (usually 
abbreviated db) is just about the most important tool of the TV recep- - 
tion trade. at eeet oer PES 


-Few understand it completely. And since, without a mathematical back- 
ground-it seems illogical in. practice, most-of us assume (in error) that 
to understand the db we'd have to go back to.schocl for refresher colifses . 
in math, physics and electronics. Be ee ; 

The term db is tossed about glibbly, and by. many who don't understand 
its true usefulness. The newcomer to TV. and FM DXing soon figures out — 
for himself that db's are good when, they medn antenna 'gain', pre-amp 
‘gain’ and total system’ 'gain't; but not so good when they mean--the loss 
in a transmission line. fs tar ae ene Lae 


We want lots of db's in our antenna, a useable amount in a mast mount- 
ed. or set mounted (pre)amplifier and a whole bunch of fiegative db's in: 
a single channel trap designed to ‘knock-out! an unwanted local chann-— 


Yel. But we don't want any in cur transmission line! | 


. 


.So0 how can something so good also be so bad, in the same 'system!? 


The confusion lys in the mathematical ba@kground of the db. Properly 
expressed, the db is a unit of measurement. But it is not an exact term | 
of measurement in the sense that the foot or pound are, or the 38-24-36 


measurements of our favorite gal are. 


The db measurement scale was originally popularized, I believe, by 
Bell: Labs as a convenient method of measuring the difference between 


two levels of scund. Let's explain how it was first put to work at Bell, 


as this may assist us in undérstanding how we use it today in TV. 


Bell engineers place you in an acoustically perfect room at Bell Labs. 
When the door closes there is complete silence. I mean ecmplete silence. 
It is so quiet that you think you will go stark raving mad if you:have 
to stay there any length of time. i 


In another room an engineer turns a. knob, and in your test chamber 
you hear a sound; an audio tone or notes The tone ‘breaks the silence 
and you. are glad for.its' company. Now the engineer increases the vel- 
ume of the tone, by turning up (very slcwly) an audic gain control knob. 
: As he slowly advances the knob you suddenly realize that the loudness 
of the tone has increased; it is now louder than it was when first 
/>—~turned on. bk hee tS ee 


— ewe oe eee Ce 


nized was a one. db increase in volume. The non-technical. explanation 
3 or decrease, in vol- 


r 
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ume that the human ear can detect" ...~(as- change). Now. your. ears are | C5 
not identical~to mine- (lucky for you!). No two sets of ears are exact- et 
ly alike. What I may detect as an increase in volume, you may not. And. --~-- 
a third party may igsist that the volume increased (in our Bell Labs 


test) before I said it did. 


So how can the db be an exact thing if it affects three different 
people. in three different ways? Fie é bi ieee Re 

Well, Bell figured this one out too. They sampled the hearing of. sev- — 
eral million people. And the average of all of these tests became their 
tool for the db format. It is surprising how closely you and I and every- 
one else hears, when our individual hearing traits are averaged in with 
about a million or two others! fae ion aets . 


Now while you are I and millions more were obliging Bell by listening 
for a change in volume (or sound intensity) - this all took place in 
the 1930's - the Bell engineering types were measuring the electrical 
power output of their test sound system with the usual array of elec-. 
trical and electronic test equipment. While they measured and kept track | 
of voltage and current and watts, we-measured change in volume (both : 
up and down). ; 


When the testing was completed, Bell had an exact set:of figures which 
they could then duplicate forever. An increase in power output from a 
generator: (such as antaudio tone generator, a power generator or a. . j 
radio frequency transmitter-genérator) could be measured in the con~ eet 
ventional electrical/electronic ways, and these changes in: power direct- 
ly translated into the handy working tool - the decibel or db. A cer- 
tain increase at the 'generator' would always bring a known increase 


in volume, to the average listener-user. ee eae 
And so the decibel (deci-bel]) was born. The unit of change. 


The mathematicians then went to work and found that the db was a 
logarithmic function. That is, not linear. If you are not a math buff, 
you probably think this is a good point to give up and go check channel 
2. Don't stop now - I'll explain. os) oe ” . 


Let's install us a sound system. Cur electronic measurement equip- 
ment tells us the system is delivering two watts of audio power to the 
speakers. We sit back, noting how loud the sound ‘sounds! to us. Then > 
the sound output of the sound system is increased from two watts to 


four watts. Iwice as much as before. | 
If our ears are properly tuned (ie. we have an average set of ears), 

how much louder would you say the 4 watts will sound than the 2 watts _ 

sounded? 


Twice as loud? (After all, it is twice the power.) 


Bad guess. The sound would now be 50% louder. Not 100%... % ae) 


And that is logarithmic function. Our ear's response (and that of 
our entire hearing system) is logarithmic. In log type measurement si- 
tuations, it is necessary for the power souce to be multiplied by four 


Letis Talk db ... (page three) 


vo reach a point where our ear. 'says' - now it is’ twice .as loud. 


What is a linear increase then? Cne where when you double the power 
of something. it becomes twice as powerful as before. A 100 percent in- 
crease in resuits with a 100% increase in starting power. A 1 ‘for 1 re- 
lasicnship. = = 


whet in the world does any..of this have to do with IV reception? 


_ Dast this ~ once Bell people had developed the db as such a handy 
measurement cevice for sound,.other facets.of the electronic industry 
climbed aboard the bandwagon. s age 


The, TV world soon discovered that as the human ear perceives changes 
in loudness, so too apparently does the human eye to increases of in- 
tensity (on lighted scenes) to what we see. A 100 watt floodlight in 
a studiv, on e performer in front of a TV camera produces.a scene of 


_ scene - we need a 400 watt floodlight. Those logarithims againt 


Which is perfectly logical if you look at it this way. The little 
alectron 

IV screen are just like the little electrons running around in our 
audio (sound) systém. The electron is not partial to whether it helps 


Remember now that the db is a logarithim (method of expressing. 
changes in number relationships, in math) type of measurement. Math 
is mostly figures and figures are numbers. And the smallest school 
shiid Learns to subtract and add numbers. : we 


Given a. set of numbers from 1 to 1,000, we place them along a are 
line draw across the meter face on an electrical meter. We do this in 
iinear fashion -‘so that the distance on the meter face between 1 
2-is exactly the same physical distance as the space between 888 
89, or 965 and $66. Now. we connect our. meter:and its faceplate 

Iv field strength indicating device - which is nothing more than 
type of: electronic circuit designed to make electrons flow in the 


fe) 


ab 
=a 
forme: 


c 
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Lon we want thém to go. 


G 


As the electrons from the TV signal flow through the meter.circuit, 
their flow is reflected (or shown) on our faceplate. The more electrons 


moving through the circuit, or the faster the electrons go, or the 

stronger the electron-flow, the further up from zero (towards the top 
scale of 1,000) the meter pointer reads. Let's say that when we first 
connect our antenna to this field strength meter, the meter faceplate 


scale reads 200. Now.as-we. rotate the antenna, and the antenna picks: | 


up more of the TV signal electrons, we see the meter scale pointer climb 


from 200 to 400, on sur scale of 0: to 1,000. Now we: have twice as much 
signal (electron fiow is,doubled) as before. 


Buc - just as with our experiment at Bell with sound measurement, 
the TV signai electrons are not twice as strong (on the TV screen). , 
At least not as far as our eyes are.concerned. Certainly the electron, 
fiow doubled in power, but our logarithimic eyes saw only a 50 % 
increase in picture clarity, and our logarithimic..ears-heard only a*~: 
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50 % increase in TV sound volume. 


So it is established that you can build a meter - a field strength 
meter ~ which will give us a linear reading of electron flow - on a 
linear meterface scale. . 


However, since the human eye and ear do not react in a linear fas- 
hion - for they are truly log devices - wouldn't it be more convenient 
to simply calibrate the faceplate in db's? If we do this, and we . 
have a meter pointer that rests,at no electron flow, against the left 
hand edge of the meter faceplate, we will have the early db numbers 
(1,2,3,4, ete.) fairly well spread apart on the left hand side of 
the scale, but moving closer and closer together (ie. not evenly spread 
apart as ‘In our linear 0 to 1,000 scale) as the. db numbers increase 
towards the right hand side of the scale. This. gives us a meter face- 
plate, that reads directly in -db's, that is similar to the way the 
standard broadcast band dial divisions -are presented on most inexpensive 
AM radios. The 500,600,700,800 etc. numbers have lots of tuning room 
on the dial, but as you get closer to 1200,1300,1400 and 1500, the 
dial space is pinched closer and closer together. If you can picture 
this type of radio dial, you can picture in your mind a db scale 
faceplate. ‘ 


Keep in mind through, all of this that when the math boys at Bell got 
their hands on the hearing test results, they converted the results 
into a set. of numbers. Log (decibel) charts, as it were. 


Numbers can be added, and subtracted. And herein,. finally, lys the 
truth behind this tale - how the db numbers affect your TV DXing equip- 
ment. — 3 eR 


Let's look now at how this works in the trade. 
Antennas 4 


Tye usual practice in antennas is to rate an. antenna as having 'X 
db gain'. Let's imagine an antenna here that has 10 db gains; 10 being 
X. New since we now the db is a relative thing - ie. it means in the 
case of an antenna that our 10 db antenna has 10 db more gain than 
.something else that we are comparing it to - we need to know what the 


standard of-comparison is, 


Most reputable antenna manufacturers adopted the practice, by joint 
agreement’in the 50's, of rating their antennas against a reference 
dipole. The dipole is a simple one-half wave antenna, which you can 
fashion yourself: out of a piece of standard 300 ohm twinlead. See 
diagram one at the end of this: article. 


In antenna measurement talk, the dipole has O db gain. It is the st- 


arting point, and we refer the gain of every other type of antenna to 
the 'gain' of a dipote. (If our test aritenna has 10 db gain, and the 
dipole is rated at 0 db gain, it follows that a 'wet piece of string' 
of random length (!) would probably have negative gains or minus db 
gain. This is one of the nice things about db's; you.can subtract 
them, go minus, just as easily as you can add them. This is because 
Q is always a reference point. AIl you have to know, really, is what 
the 'O' reference point is!) 


t 
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Receivers: 


To: -wirid up this series on Phann- 
ing: Your ‘Ultimate DXing Installa-. 
tion, wé will talk some about req: - 
edivers, include the promised ‘glo-— 
ssary of DXing equipment, ‘and pro- 
vide an. ‘information data ‘sheet for ° 
those who would like to have their. 


own present or planned installation- 


s critiqued. 
Selene ge Oe acs Mave ae ae aes Pes ee ees ’ 
What about ‘receivers? Is one. br- 
and thoitter than others? Is:there a- 
super-hot. TV DXing receiver on the 
market: today?. ° if aR haa as 


Surprisingly enough ~ there is - 


no. such receiver. Years ago - in 33 


the 50's ~ when. every: year brought: ~ 


startling new advances in tube de-~ - 
Signs. one brahd was hot one year,” 
and::another: brand: hot the following 
year. It' all depended upon which ~. 


manufacturer had access to the’ hot — 
new. tubes coming out for the coming = 


year, and designed his next year 
set: around the hot new tubes. 


Now. the swing is: to transistors, ~ 
and other solid: statedevices, and: 


performance ‘has pretty: much stand- 
ardized, This is not. to say that ~: 


any one receiver is just as good’ as’ 


any other receiver. There are ¢on- 
Siderable differences, ‘to be sure. 


We'll try to -point-out some of the-- 


se differences here and provide a 
check list against which you can. 
shop for a DXing receiver. 


(A) olor or Not Bolor gos 


_ A color receiver -has, because of 
its color circuit requirements, gen- 


erally less overall sensitivity -to 
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‘weak signals than a purely black *- 
‘and white receiver - of the Same ioe 
design philosophy. Unforttinately,* ™ 
there is ‘the rub. The super-deluxe'' 
1969 multiple stage, high gain -re-": 
ceivers are color. Most,if not all, 
black and white receivers are aim- 
ed at the low priced market - port- 
ables and the like. So today's 19. 
69 black and white réceivers are 
apt to bé ‘designed, on purpose, to 
be lower in performance on the the- 
ory that they will be moved from 


9 room te room, o¥ left with’ the ‘kids 


where performance is: not so impor- 
tant. To the manufacturer and con- 
Sumer, price is all important in 

the new black and white-receivers. 


_ So it is virtually impossible 

to buy'a 1969’ black‘ and white sup- 
er/duper receiver. It almost has to 
be a color set to have: the. best-i.f. 
gain, best tuner, best AGC and so 


- On, Cuper/duper black ‘and white sets 
~ just don't sell anymore -'so they 


_ just are not built anymore.- . 


It takes nearly’ 4 times as much 
’ reteived signal to” produce an acce 
eptable color picture as it does. 
to“ produce an acceptable black and 
white:signal. But—unfortunately a 
color°réceiver set up to produce 
good color does not make a good re- 
ceiver-for weak black and white. 
“Now DXing in colér is great spo- 


“pt, but not all that exciting. I'a 


rather identify a weak-weak-weak 
station in black and white than a 
pe ee A noton. 


‘G0 whet to do? > 


aes Ba A 
ia s 
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"The best black and white recei- critical in tuning, and the best = 
vers built (and therefore the best channel 3 audio and video should ~ 
DXing receivers) were manufactur- appear together at the same spot 


color. craze hit..With some manufac- .° 


turers the change over to cheapy (F) Controls - there should be up- 
black and white sets was earlier front controls for both vertical 
than 6thers. Zenith was about the and horizontal hold,- contrast, bri- 
last to give in, for example. ghtness, channel selection, fine 


tuning, on-off and volume. If some 
So the best thing to do (and yo- of the controls are around to the 
ur family. should appreciate this) .. side or behind the set, this makes 
is.to go out and find the: best 1962-.DXing that much more complicated. 
63 black and white only receiver you.The AGC 'local-distant' switch sh- 
ean locate. In that era Zenith:was . ould also’be up-front, but if it 
. hard to beat, several others were - is not, this can be easily correct- 
- good. es rae - ed by moving the switch to the fro- 
a ’ ee - si. pt, or adding a new switch in par- 
s- The best set: for DXing will have allel with the existing one on the 
. the following features: Bee back apron, : cre 


_ (A).A minimum of three (video) .- . Once you have found your perfect 
_ -i.f.-amplifier stages, Four © DXing receiver ( and from the sea- 
is better. 3 ~ -reh for same, hopefully prompted by 
ne ee ae Bare ize this series, individual members sh- 
‘_« . €(B) A-good, low noise tuner. The ould be able to contribute data th- ; 
a RCA Nuvistor tuners of this -rough the bulletin to all other A) 
era were good. members, allowing others to then 
et --leok for particular brands and ch- 
_(C) A double-tuned adjacent ch-. assis model numbers), spend some 
: anmnel sound trap (to knock | time locating the very best servic- 
«: down the sound interference ing shop in your locale. Go in and 
from the next lowest channel) speak to the shop manager, and ex- 
ee ete “ ' plain your interest. You want your 
(D) A good, wide range (and I re- receiver peaked up for long dist- 
-. alize this is a generaliza- ance reception. You want the i.f. 
tion but being specific is stages peaked for maximum gain, you 
impossible here) AGC system want the adjacent channel sound tr- 
with AGC dis-able switch (ie. ap(s) set for maximum attenuation 
to. allow the set to run at of the adjacent channel sound, you 
full gain), sometimes marked want the tuner contacts cleaned, and 
the ‘local-Distant' switch. all tubes checked and replaced’ wh- 
Fe es ‘ere necessary. In short you want the 
~" (F) A wide range but.sharp tun- . receiver to operate the way it did 
- ing fine tuning control. You when it was brand new - maybe even 
ie Should be able to (for exam-. better. If the service gent dosen't 
, +>» ple) set your tuner to.a low show genuine interest in putting yo- 
band channel such as 3, and ur set in this condition, look fur- 
-.;., », tune in a good picture. Then ther for a service shop. Ctherwise 
“1... rotate the fine-tuning con- they will consider you as just some 
.. ... trol one direction: and. you kind of nut_and you will end up'as 
should be able to pass off simply another job ticket number and ~*~ 
of three and: seee (but not be given the usual mass produced rush ~~ 
hear) channel 4 and go the -.:job:- with sub-standard results. - 
other direction and. hear @sut.» = °° «8 ae 
not see) channel 2. However Let the fellow know that you will 
channel 3 should be almost want your set gone through every six 


| 


ULTIMAT® DXING - continued 


“months or so (which it should be 
) if you run your receiver almost 
. continuously as most do), and he 
may get the hint that you are both 
serious and will mean repeat bus- 
inessi But don't leave the set with 
just anyone - know in your own mi- 
nd that you have found someone who 
. will take.extra care in setting 
“up your receiver for your particu- 
: lar purpose, before you bring it. 
so Mie PO: WORKS = Fe ca 


.% You might explain to the servi- 
. ice shop manager that your interest 
-> cis’ in identifying weak, fading si- 
gnals. You don't really care if . 
your receiver produces mirror per- 


fect pictures and studio sound on 
-:, the local stations. This is impor- 
tant because there is a way to al- 
ign the i.f. stages, for addition- 
al gain, when you are willing to 
sacrifice high definition ptctures 
in the process. A picture that has 
y~» thigh definition (ie. good resolut- 
) fon) is not always compatible with’ 
~/ :.a receiver that will-lock into sy- 
-ne and produce pictures on very we- 
. ak signals. The trick is to narrow 
up the i.f. amplifier stage(s) re- 
sponse to the point where the gain 
of the pices) improves, but you 
still have adequate resolution to 
;make out the objects (gnd small 
.« Letters) on the screen. What you 
- want. is a happy medium - a narrow- 
er i.f. response’than the set had 
when ‘it left the factory, for more 
gain, but still wide enough to ma- 
ke the picture useable. The addi- 
tional gain, gained, in each of t- 
he i.f. stages in this manner is 
small, but when added together th- 
rough all of the video i.f. stages, 
it can amount to as much as 6 db - 
which is the same difference you 
get by adding (and stacking) your 
existing antenna system so that . 
you end up with an antenna with 
four (4) times as many elements. 
“~~. And that is a substantial differ- 


>}: ence! 


= 


sale in the U.S.A. has a complete 
set.of alignment instructions and _ 


y 
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trouble shooting details in a pub- 
lication called 'Photo-Fact'. -This 
is published by the Howard W. Sams 
company, and through your local 
electronic distributor you should 
be able to order the 'Photo-Fact'! 
that applies to your own DXing re- 
ceiver. It will cost you a couple 


, Of dollars, but it will be very 


useful in understanding what is in 


’ that super-super chassis. 


A used receiver of this vintage 
should cost you no more than $50. 


.and probably less. Look for one wi- 
.th as 'clean' a chassis as possible» 
- fe. not one that has an under-eha- 


ssis that looks like the Super-Bowl 
game was played with it on the 50 
yard line, up-side down.'A clean, 
not dusty-direty chassis, will indie 
cate that the set was operated in 

a home where more than casual atte 
ention was payed to cleanlinessp and 
it follows that the set probably had 
reasonably good care while there. 


If acquiring a used receiver of 
this ilk is out for now, and your 
family has pressure on to go the 
color TV route, consider carefully 
the Heath(kit) series of sets. 


COPS - I detect a note of terrer 
from some of you. "A color TV kit?" 


Right - a color TV kit. The fine- 
est color set built, bar none, is 
the Heath GR-295 receiver. You can't 
buy a better receiver today: - for 
any money, under any label, in any. 
type of fancy wood case. Period. — 


If you are not an electronics 
buff - building a kit rightfully —_ 
scares you. And a:‘color TV kit pro- 
bably sends chills down your spine.’ 


No need - if you have just eno- 
ugh knowledge to recognize a resis- 


tor, capacitor, tube, and the other | 
basis electronic parts for what they 


are = the Heath color TV kit will ~ 


a : not be your waterloo. 
Each receiver mass produced for _ 


The kit is easy - honest. Heath 


knows more about making kit build-— 


Seek ag ee 
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ing: ‘simple than ahyone else around. 
Itis tedious - 25 hours to put it 
together is fast, 30 hours is more 
like-it. Another 5 to align the set. 
Yes - you can align it too. Believe 
mee . 


All of the controls are up front. 
This includes AGC, color killer, 
syne level eontrols - the works. 

The set has extremely good sensit#- 
vity and if it is weak anyplace, it 
is in adjacent channel ‘rejection. ° 
I-won't swear to that - the adjace-— 
nt. channel rejection is probably 
exeel&ent (measurements indicate th- 
at it is) - only the gain is so hi- 
gh that sometimes you think it is: ” 
not up to par. ; 


And, ~the Heath set(s) is less ex- 
pensive (without their optional ca 
binets) than all but the low-end — 
omeney color sets. Heath will give 
you-16 months to pay for it also, 
at very reasonable terms. 


If you are bound and determined — 
to buy a ready-built color set, a’ 
few.recommendations. The best elec- 
tronics dre usually reserved fér the 
top of the line sets. The same sets 
that have the fancy cabinets. So 
you are shopping for a $700.00 up — 
package. The trick is to find out 
what chassis is in the best (most 
expenSive) set in the brand line, 
and then backtrack down in price ~ 
until you find the cheapest set that 
uses the same chassis as the most 
expensive model. This will be your 
best buy - if you aren't: under fa- 
mily pressure to go into hock foe 
a fancy cabinet also. 


-A few genebal thoughts, then,ab- 
out color TV sets for DXing. 


4A) Don't buy one - 


ubless you 
“eo have to. Bate sia ges 


(B) If you have to - buy the Heath 
* series, 22 or 25 inch tube. ~=: 


(C) Tf that is out, look at the 
-" Zenith and RCA receivers. 
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From Zenith and RCA they go 
downhill rapidly. Sears sets 
are at about the bottom of 
the pile, for DXing purpo- : 
ses. (Even if much of the 
Sears circuitry is RCA - it 
_ just doesn't come out the | 
same when Sears has it ass- 
embled.) s . 


A few words to get me off the 
hook with Sears (and other) brand 
owners, and who find their recei- 
vers entirely satisfactory. © 


A fine electronic instrument 
(ie. a television receiver) is 


very much like a competition auyto- 
_- mobile. It must be tuned correctly, 
- and either stay in tune or be kept 


in tune, or it just does not pro-" 
vide top performance. In this reg- 
ard some TV ‘receivers are like the 
Chevrolet Corvette - once tuned, . 
and not mis-handled, they will us-. 
ually go 10,000 miles before they 
need a tune up again. Cther TV sets 


re 


are like the Jaguar XKE - tuned they we) 


may-be-on Saturday, but un-tuned 
they will probably be on Monday. 
In other words, they are just not 
stable machines. 

Cf course who works on a recei- 
ver, how talented he may be, and 
whether he was’of good frame of 


receiver is important too. 


* mind or not when he worked on your 


‘Finally, the type of antenna | 
installation, the condition of the 
feedline, and so on, all drastic- 
ally affect how well, or poorly. 


- your receiver performs. 


The simple truth of the matter . 
is this. The worst Sears chassis, 
properly tuned, connected to a pro- 


per antenna, will run rings around - 


the best Zenith or RCA, improperly 
tune@ and/or connected to a mal-. 
functioning or badly designed an- 
tenna system. 


eo 
* 


If you regard TV DXing as a com- 
petition (even if you are competing 
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ULTIMATE DXING - continued pene : 
“only with yourself), évaluate your for somé real DXing! 

own system capabilities. If your : a ee: 

antenna system, feedline, amplifi- GLOSSARY CF AVAILABLE EQUIPMENT 
er(s), filters, traps, receiver a- : ; oe 
nd other accessories are all in top: Throughout this series special- 
notch condition - then you can on=: ized reception equipment has been 


‘lie r 


i 


ly blame yourself and. the condi- 


tions that produce DX if you miss 


Out on some choice catches. 


And that is what this series 


has been all about - to put you |: 


~mentioned. The following informa- 


tion lists the equipment by func- 
tion, brand, model number, price 
and gives details on where your 

can find the equipment available. 


and your equipment in top shape ~ Good luck! 
Antennas ae ; ieee oe, 
UHF= = , = 2 oe see 
7' Parabolic Allied Radio, catalog 280 (1969) $27.95 
page 400. Order 11 C 1706UW.. 
5' Parabolic Same. Crder 11 C 1015XW. 16.95 
VHF , es ae : 
/ ~ Singve charimel AIlied,Cat. 280, page 401: (ey 3) 16a 
) yagi -10 element é » wae? : to 
- (Che 13). Dell 
Broadband Allied,Cat. 280,page 401 en ee 
Yagis | -Channel 2-6: (model L26) ~~ 16.21. 
{€**)-. -Channel 7-13 {model Y10-713) 7.00 


(* - This is not the MATV quality single channel yagi mentioned in 
the text, as the pricing suggests. For quality yagi antennas, 
ask your distributor for MATV antenna catalog from Winegard, 
Channel Master, Jerrold-Taco or others. These antennas are 
a ees as effective as a MATV yagi, although considerably. 
cheaper. Pave e : ne 


(** -Same story as single channel yagis. Low band model only six, 


elements. High band model 10 elements but cheaply made and not: 
rugged.) 
Stacking Kits Allied, Cat. 280, page 401 a i 
c ee <r 
150 
LPV- a gps eh Se 
(VHF Cnly) — ” Allied,Cat. 280, -page S96 
ili - LPV-TV190 (19 elements) - Best 52.67 
 fievorters BS ee 
UHF to VHF Allied, page 401, Cat. 280 
-Blonder Tongue BTX-11A - Best 29.95 


ees Pert 4 
ULTIMATE DXING - continued toe Page 6 
Amplifiers ; ee oe : ee 
6DJ8 Type eee Wangak. your area. try Seen a td 
a ~to-find wWBC-4+ if-he-has one eh ete oar Maren. + ee, 
= around-on the shelf (probably - 
dusty: ee - cp set 
UHF ‘Blonder-= Tongue model CMA-U mast’ = = ~ ~——- $65.00. (*) 
mounting. Specify channel group- TA sate ae Se ee ee 
ting: (N=50,450-83) and: 300 ohm 3% 6 ee ey 
input.. Output is 72 ohms for 
coaxial line. Also order model 
1514 remote power supply. 
VHF Antenna-.. °° ~ To~add-to ontetine: epbenna, Rome: oo. B50 
Mounting amplified versions. Jerrold €PC=132AL pees 
is best. Allied, Cat. 280, page ; Roads. 
407. 300 ohm input, 72 ohm coaxial 3... 
output. Transistor - see text. ee 
eyes : . ere, 16.50 
Distribution Transistor ‘unit.provides 4 db St. eae avg 


type-4 out- 
puts. a 


(* - ied codiante: pricing including power sine Dede: will vary: a 
depending upon discount you receive from distributor. Usually 


gain at each of’ four outputs. ©’ 
Coaxial cable in and out. If _. 
you must split output of ant- © 
enna for severa} sets, this is 
way to do it. Allied, ska? 280, 
page 406. Blonder-Tongue +569. : 


epectel order item, 4 week or more delivery.) 


Traps-Filters 


Single channel 
traps Feta 


Gut of TV band 


interference 
(from transmi- 
tters below 52 
MHz ) ong 


Coaxial Cable 


50', under 


- Blonder ane model MWT-2 ‘Chow band). 35.00 (*) 
-.and MWT+3: (high band). Model numbers ~ are, eee 
.smay be’ different ‘by the time this : 

“reaches you. due to B-T re-numbering 

‘now going on.’ Low band covers 2-6 


and FM, high band 7-13. 72 ohms in 
and out. See text. 


;, Allied,Cat. 280, page 411. - Pita len) Rage 


~ R.L. Drake TV-300-HP 


RG-59/U, in coils with prepared = -50! 4 49 
connectors; 50' coil recommended - ~... uae 
for VHF,;“non-amplified antenna; - -100' 8.95 ss 

100' coils amplified antenna, VHF. at 
50' coils UHF, amplified antenna. ae ie 
Allied po. '260,Page 403. = 


cal 
s oO! 


-) P.O. Box-50014: Milwoukee ,VWis.53204 


A hearty,-welegome to-all> the new members’ ‘who have-joined WIFDA 9 if 
this past:m® month. It's been greet hearing frommany of the old) *" 
AlPAcrs agein ~+ many have replied to our recent mailing’ to say they” 
ere no longer active, but many’ othors have “indiceted thoy are 
still "station chasin",:° =: an =. ihe ala lig cea | ot ata 


Bill Eckborg, RR 2, Welnut, T1L. isthe most rocetit: adai tidit! 
to WIFDA. Bill writes to sey th=t he hos been prétty much inactive 
since: ithe domise of AIPA. Says his TV DX°log stands et around 230. 
Bill, we hope. you'll get back among the ective members again: with 
all the new U's on the oir and thet great orca’ you live im, youtll 
hit 300 *4m no: ddwe,:r 2% Lexed Soars ae ts a 

“Our old’ frend Tom. Hi@dloy writes from Crystel Leke; I1l., 
that his TV DX log is at the O71 mark. Although Tom hes not yct . . 


i 


De 


joined our renks,:wo hope”he will be doing so shortly. Among Su il > 
Tom's more recent catches were ch, 7° TS receptions of KVII, Amarillo,. 
Dexas; aod WOKT, Mismi._-- ha ae ergs tee ee ee 

One of our current mombers hes some: kind words ‘this month. |. 
- Paul: Cicori, -10733-73 Avc., Edmoton, Alberts, writcs WT MeOLLy. 
enjoy reading your megozino. 1 con “herdly weit so ¥'can got home ae 
where my -éntenné’ sot-Wp is so I com’ do some TV DX-ing Agoin.". Poul nut 
we cen't wait*éither -- thst is until you're oble to. stort reporting. 
some record skip end trops to VHF-UHP Digest. We'll look... forwe: anne a 


to your summer reports from Windsor. And -= thanks for ‘your renewal 


cheek too! Than % 7 ore e eQ . i é x bese py eper eg Ree; 
WEPDA's good fricnd Curt’ Wobbor writes that he won't bo able 
= to renew mombcership* -- medicel ‘bills ere cutting into Spending moncoy. 
Y so it may be owhile before he gct& beck in the fold. Curt -- wo = 
hope: you'll bé “back with us soon; your sid to our club has been 
So veluoable we can. never hope to express our thenks. 
' Richerd Clark, ‘144; Dithridge St., Pittsburgh, Pa, L213 
is opother addition to the WIFDA clean. Richerd is interested in 
TV, FM, ova VHF radio DX so I om suro you will be resding about 
his results'on the bends in.the coming months..Richards CB call 
if-KRP~'3532, a ee tly et vt 
~Whoops! ‘Randy Milticr of Compbell, Calif., writes "sorry about 
not peying my ducs on time, I completely forgot wher my membership 
wes up." Rendy also asks if VUD is publishcd or the seme dete 
cach‘month as in the past he has gotten his copy, on many different 
ates ot many different times of the month. In reply: Randy, we 
gZenerally publish between the 28th of tho month and the 3rd of 
the next month depending upon how much assistence we have at HQ.end 
whet dates ere best on everyone's Schcedulo; the reesor your bullctin 
comes at strange times is becouse the post office sometimes abuses 
3rd: class moil and leaves it sit around awhile. A number of DXers 
are vow requesting first class postage (at on extra charge) so they 
don't heve to wait for days and sometimes weeks for their VHF-UHF 
Digest to show up, _ j 
“Mieheel B. Northam is still Wlorning for Dx contests for 
the season ohesd he reports in 2 lcttor dated April 5. ‘If ony of 
you heve experience in running o contest or hove idges to help 
Mike , drop him » line at P.O. Box 605, Beevertor, Ore., 97005. 
Well, gong....thot's oll we have room.for in the mailbag this. 
month. Expect wetll be back with more nows:-from-oll of you out 4 


there in DX-lend in the Pees bis ares Pg be . Pid. Box 5001 


FM DK reports for May 1969. . Page 3 so. 


G. Hauser (cont'd.) 3 

the height of the Es season. I visited one such station recently, KCSU 90.9 

4n Fort Collins, Colorado, and talked with their new GM, Bud Elliot. They 

have extremely nice modern studios and are now on the air daily at 1200-0100 
MST/WDT. They're pretty well blocked by mountains to the west, but plains lie 
to the.N,S and E, ERP of 800 watts doesn't-go far on GW, but is plenty during 
a good Es opening. Bud will be at the station most of the summer on Friday, 
Saturda; and, Sunday during the late afternoon and evening, and he's interested 
in getting some skip reports. He's agreed to tun an ID tape when he's there © 
during June and July, although he may waib for a phone tip from me when skip is 
Ccouring. So when you're getting Colorado/Wyoming on FM/TV weekends, give a 
listen to 90.9 and do report. Poe . 

Perhaps we don't need a formal committee, but I would urge all of you living 
near such a college station normally dead in the summer, to cantact them before. 
school ends, and try to make similar arrangementsSeeseeand report it is aoon as 
possible to this column, so we can all be on the lookout for it. 

Most of you know of my rather unprecedented (apparently) success with FM MS DX 
last year during the Perdeid shower. Think how much more MS DX we could get on 
FM if we could persuade stations to run a continuous ID tape all night August 
11-12 this year. This is another project to get started on now. I'd be glad, 

to co-ordinate such projects for the club and answer questions you may have re 
how to go about it. It would really be great if some of you experienced BCB 
CPCes would try your hand at FM this summer. 1 suggest you emphasize the 
scientific value of MS ovservations. ee 
Still no actual.DX, but snagged a couple more nearby stations. on 3/31 KFBC 9719 
Cheyenne, Wyo. was heard at 1155 CST duplicating AM 1240 until 1200, with an 
announcement re program tests on FM, and then off. Still, as of April 6, not 
yet on RS (regular schedule). On April 1 KFTM 101.7 Ft. Morgan, Colorado was 
hrd @1800 weakly with an ID, Until the next, 73 de Glenn. 


<n ee 


The photo at left is of the now 
antenna set-up of Bill Heusmenn 

in Steger, Illinois, co-host of 
the first: annual WIFDA: Corvention. 
Hopefully, we may sec: some good DX 
during the convention, possibly 
even over-riding the Chicago lo- 
cals. The entenmes pictured are 
Bill's new Winegard Trenscoupler 
yagis which he purchased months 
ago thru a local dealer, (with a 
great deal of delay and troublo. ) 
These antennas have nover been’ too 
casy to get, especially lately. 
The TC yagis are bradband madels, 


group of 8 bo-ties with reflector 
constitutes the résr of this set—. 
UP, altho not so easily disting- 
uishable in this photograph. | 


ALTEND 969. 


os 


one high VHF ard one low VHF. The. . 


| y ULTIMATE D DeINS continued ae ee 23 gb et Go Page = FT 
100', over VER,’ “Use RG-11/U foam type only, with 
"50-100! UHF * appropriate. adapter connectors. 
See. een ee coaxial cable TV amplifiers 
use 'F' style fittings, which is |. ~ 
an RG-59/U fitting. To match RG-11/U 
~~ and RG-11/0, you must use adapter 
be fitting. See your local electronic 
distributor for cable, fittings. 
75 Ohm (coax): -VHF CNLY - to convert existing 300 $5.95 
conversion ohm non-amplified antennas (only) 
kit. to 72 ohm coax, for run to set, 


and to re-convert 72 ohm ‘line bo 

300 ohm receiver antenna termin- 

als at set. Allied, Cat. 280, 

page 392. A kit consisting of 

indoor and outdoor. matching aa 
transformers. 92 
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ig “HOW 10. FIND THE 
7 Neste CONVENTION. 


“Biles 
I~+294 


BS Bee Ses pt 2 
us54 


ee a eee et ere Tr 


never met, or those old friends you haven't seen in ages.: eee 
Now to specifics. All room reservations should be handled through 
the motel. A letter addressed simply to Covert Motel, Matteson, IL, ° . 


CONVE 


NEWS 


NF ION 


The 1969 WIFDA convention is slowly, but surely taking shane. 

It: is not to late: to: think about coming if you haven't made any plans 
yet. To recap, the convention will run from Friday afternoon Mey 30 
(that's Memorial Day) to that Sunday afternoon, June 1. Plece- the 
Covert Motel, in Mattesor, IL, about 25 miles south of Chicago's Loop. 
The convention is planned to be a chance to expand your knowledge of 
DXing techniques and a place to meet other DXers, those whom you've 


60443 should reach the right place (we-don't have the street addross- 
oo hand), If you care to phone, try (312) 748-8000. Room rates rane 
from ebout $12 to $15 nightly, devonding on nuvber in room end which 


Section you're in. 


The exect schedule of overits is still beirg laid out, but right 
it looks something like this: pee pe 5 


FRIDAY 

12:00-17:00 
18: 30-19:00 
19 #00-22:00 


Registration and greeting 
Officiel- opening °“ -=™ 
Talks.and demonstration (to.be decided) 


SATURDAY t : ; : 

09: 30-11: 30 Open discussion-'Improving Our Club erd Bullctin? 

Afternoon To be*decided. Any suggestions? 

18;00-19:30 Formal. dinner (eo en 

19:30 on Get together. Show movies,’ slides,. photos, games, 
: possibly door prizes, etc. 

SUN DAY vee 


09; 30-11: 30 


Talks and demonstrations (to be decided) 


After lunch For those who erc interested and still heve time, 
visit, to Hemfest in Ottawa, IL, about ar hour's 
ae  @rive away. ; 

A few words of explanation: Among the topics for various talks 
are *Photographing Your DX', 'Get Thet ID','Using a VTVI! as S-Mecter', 
"Building end Using a Heethkit Color Sct' and others. This will give 
you ® chance to actually sec some of the techniques and tricks mer- 
tioned in the 'Digest', things you mey have put off trying for lack of 
information. - 

That big blenk space Saturday afternoon is ceused by the lack of 
®& Suitable guest speaker or tour. Bell Telephore cennot provide any- 
thing over a weekend and holidey; the only possibility is a tour of 


WBBI.-2. But, since most people coming have seen, or work in TV stations, 


we feel thet there really wouldn't be much of interest to tho mne.jority 
in such a tour. Again, any quick sugscestion? ' : 

Other ectivities will be going on all the timc. Bring eny ond ell 
old cQuipment you wish to scll or trode. Over forty menufacturers heve 
been written, requesting litcrature. It looks as though we'll havo 


& very good response. You will elso have a chance to tape record a mes- 


soge for postcrity. Visits will also be errenged to the homes of the 
locel DxXers. : 

And the big question, 'Cost?' Registration foe is $7.50. This 
covers meeting room rertal, the dinner, refreshments end odds ard 
ends. How much else you sperd dcperds on how regulerly you went to 
cat end sleep. 

Sce you there! Don't forget your log, photos, vcerics, movics, 
tepes (cesscttes or recls) and equipment for tradc. Romomber (to 
perpetrate e cliche) ‘the morc the morrior! -..- A 


Vi 
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"SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT" 


Some would call it a miracle. Others would say "I told you 


When WIFDA began, it started as sort of a desperation 
maneuver based on the efforts of a handful of hopeful 
individuals at the 1967 ANARC convention. In the period 
since a lot has happened to our club and our.bulletin -- 
we think it's "something to crow about", 


Reviewing a bit of history, late 1967 found the flailing 
WRC (Yorldwide Monitors Radio Club) converted into JTFDA 
with a membership made up of 26 'MRCers and a few TV-FM 
DXers. An initial bulletin was published which was 
unspectacular to say the least. At that point it looked 
as if there was little promise for any substantial 
bulletin improvement or club growth. Most of the TV-FM 
DXers of the past had been out of contact with one another 
for years; the club. itself. lacked a treasury and a decent 
mimeograph machine; and club leadership end organization 
was unstable, 


However, almost everything must start small before 

reaching any degree of success. WIFDA was a case in point. 
Through mid-1968 WIFDA membership exhibited a steady growth. 
Bulletin size and quality improved with continued member 
support. .As the months rolled on, the club began to reach 
a-plateau -- one of those "go no-go" points that most every _ 
organization reaches. Heading WIFDA was no longer a one-man 
job. Responsibilities for handling correspondence, control- 
ling the treasury, organizing materials, and publishing the 
~-Growing bulletin had become an immense, full-time task. 


hi} 
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At this point further development might have been stymied, 
But the support and enthusiasm ofthe members carried this 
organization over the hump. First, yours truly coincidentally moved 
into the Milwaukee area at this time and was able to provide much 
needed assistance on publishing day each month. Then Chicago area 
.DXers Morrie Goldman and Bill Heusmann volunteered to make periodic 
trips to Milwaukee -- at their own expense -- to assist with getting 
“the bulletin out. Milwaukeeans Dave Janowiak and Ed Semrad in turn 
orfered timely help. And more recently John Hamsen has provided... 
another able pair of hands to aid WIFDA.’ a . 


As a result your club today is stronger and better organized, 


£7 so", But to most of us at the publishing end of ‘ITFDA --~ 
ay we think the developments made by this organization in 
- recent months have certainly been remarkable (especially 
in light of the inauspicious debut VHF-UHF Digest made a 
little over a year-and-a-half ago), 
2 
_\,Most important to you the members -- your monthly bulletin, . VHF-UHF 
- Digest, has improved spectacularly in both size and quality. For 
‘those of you who were members of the AIPA -- the only other TV-FiM 
DX club to exist in North America -- I am sure you will agree that 
our bulletins have far surpassed the AIPA bulletins in almost every 
yy area of consideration (including size, consistency of columns, 
| — néatness, quantity of information, quality of reproduction, 
SUG» )vs 


(Continued on féllowing page) 


“EDITORIAL =: 
(Continued) 


In summery, thanks to avid support (and this includes those who 
have made voluntary contributions, sponsored ads in our behalf, 
offered to write columns, and those who have merely supported 
regular bulletin features) WIFDA has become a strong and -well- 

'“-pespected organization at a time when DX clubs are coming and going 
at a phenominal rate, 


_ This is certainly not to say we have reached our highest peak, ‘Ve 
cen do much greater things and we plan. to. ‘Je have come a long way 
in the past year-and-a-half and we can go much further. At headquar- 
ters we are truly excited over the endless possibilities for 
providing a better and more active club for the membership. The 
. future has never been brighter. ns , 


If you have ideas or sugcestions to assist in the expansion and 

improvement of your club by all means forward them. Vith your 

continued support we will in turn continue Bite path upward. 
y 


Ga Olson 
WIFDA Publishing Staff 


‘ 1, Rog Bunn 
U Fy (]P 7 ‘| | i r F {| r ireibins, Capeiahen Lane 
4 Ei at if ) 4yF 1, Romsey, Hents, S05 8JH 


| A Dxer returning from Cyprus lest Summer provided some information 
or stations of the near-Eastern erca., As usual, only bend I covered: 


_ LEBANON: no test-card proper, just test-grid (like Spain. G. 

| times then’ were: 1500-1615 Hon-Sat for test-grid, fe at eh sides 
until 1625, clock until. 1630. Programs bogin with ID in Arebic as & 
Tulc, but sometimes they. slip up and show the French ID from bend III. 
_Feturday programs mey start at 1615; or Sunday the grid is shovn from 

» 1500-1555 followed by the clock for 5 minutes, Progrems end at anprexi- 
‘mately 2100 on weekdays, end 2130 weckends, Sign-off with stm 1D, 

Xtr at Fih on. ch. E2 1100 We, and £4 at Meaasser -cl Chouf with 60 kw. 


_ SAUDI ARABIA: ‘station HZ22-TV operated by the Arebien-Ameorican 
Oil Compeny on channel A2 with 12kw video. The country has no standard 
ae SO programming time varics but roughly about 1600-2300, GMT, Two 

, best—cards are used, the American CBS and indian-head, (lattcr common). 


JORDAN: There is a 100kw stn at Anmen on chenncl E3. Hours ro- 
gremming ere roughly 1600-2100. During the 1967 "Six ee oot a. oe 
denenian stn was used for anti*Isracli propagenda, which virtually 
forced Isracl into starting its ow TV system to countcract. Tho Isra~ 
lak system will be or the high bend and therefore wili not be covered, 
(An Isracli test-pattorn was published in the Jenuary,1968 "yUD",) 


CYPRUS: There was a stn on E2 in Cyprus but it ceascd on i 
ob eae aS 8 SW on - g as pere,tion 
L5 Tent. 1966, Despite its 1500 watts, it was scen in the UK on two oLf- 
occasions, One Dxer didn't ID it until a yr later duc to unusual card, 


IRAN: There are.2 xtrs,in Tohoren and Abaden res ive 
xtrs,in 1 an an dan spectively. Both 
operate on channel A3 with relatively low power, (4 and 12kw). As of 
late 1967 no test-card wes used; progremmings ren from approx 14-1930. 


ADEN: there is ome low-powered stp in bend I on E4 at Al Ain 
- See Wy} sw% ha 9 BA at A ineh 
with 400 watts. Programs from 1500-2000. This has only been’ scen in’ 
the Aden arca, and its low-power insures it will stey thorct 
, wu, Good TV/DX, ~ 
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Additions to Radio Pagers 


FEATURES : 


Reports May _! 


Radio Pagers 


Pat Dyer, Austin, Texas reports the following changes/additions to 
the February 1969 listing of radio pagers. Bee 


Alabana : Colorado . : 
Birninghan. 35.58  KIF 663. . Denver 35.58 KAQ 606 (*) 


Montgomery. 35.22 KI¥ 757 


* - Pat reports the call of the 35.58 Denver station as KAQ 606. Last 
month Glen Hauser reported the call as KAA 276. It would seen likely - 
that if the station has used two sets of calls, that only one is in‘use 
at this time. The question is 'which one'. Anyone know? 


Regarding our 35.58 mystery station 'Tellisco Radio Call Station’, 
or KCB 891, Pat suggests that this may-be the current KCC 266, which . 
is Springfield,Mass. Pat last copied KCB 891 in the spring of 1968, 
and finds KCC 266 know fades in and out at about the same time KCB 891 
4sed to. bares es fae Rae fas . eee 

Finally, Pat notes that he has heard a KIN 645 traffic light control 
that identifies on A2 CW. Add this unknown to our February reported 
KIY 726 of the same ilk. How would you like to get a QSL card from a 
traffic light? (!) i ae : (pi 

A word here about Mr. Dyer would be in order. I've known Pat for 
about a’ year now; he wrote to me after reading a March 1968 article 
of mine in QST, dealing with 50 MHz propagation on the six meter amateur 
band. Pat has just about the top record system on extra-ordinary VHF . 
reception in the 30 MHz UP region of anyone I've ever met.: He-can tell - 
you what the 'state of the ionosphere' was, at_his location, for any 
date’ and anytime back several’ years, His main interest is the six meter. 
amateur band (he is WA5IYX) but his records are spotless for the 30-50,’. 
MHzs region and for low band TV DX as well. He tabulates at the end of * 
each “month the openings observed, where they were to, how long they. 
lasted, when they started:and- when they quit. This: goes onto permanent 
file for future reference:and for direct comparison between years, => 


Austin, Texas is an excellent location for Es reception since he can 
See! most of the USA. proper*on Single hop Es. He is also well“ located 
for F2-to South America, Es to the Caribbean and to. centfal America... 


He also tabulates the number of dates each calendar year thata . 


particulan state was copied at his lecation on six meters. By refer- 
ence to past years, he has quick tabulation of the type and direction 
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of the openings observed throughout the year. If this sofinds like a 

ol * great deal: of work - it is! However, the rewards are worthwhile too 

~ since when Pat tells me (or others) that '1965 was the top Es year 

in terms of total hours of Es, but 1968 had just as many open days', 
I know this is accurate analysis from records that are hard to dispute, 
Pat's tabulations would fill a book} and there are more coming out 
every month. I.will pick a few now and then to include in this column, 
and to hopefully encourage others to take up the keeping of similar 
data. ek ae ce 


~"~="What follows is Pat's overall tabulation of 50 MHz (six meter)--Es 


“data for the years 1964 through 1968. 


Lae eee 
pp cae cas Fe J eS SOG 1965 1266 1967 
Days Cpen 153 96 153 111 143 
Minutes Cpen 24,770 14,830 28,155 18,505 21,875 
No. Cpenings , 280 140 268 201. 263 
Double Hop: \ 
No. Days iN z 20 9 11 
_ No. Openings 19 ) Bee 22 ; S ReyP ceca 1 
In addition’ to the’six moter data, Pat records ‘TV REC¥SS', whieh oe 


““are openings observed (Es) when TV signals were received, but no six 
meter amateur loggings weré made. His records in this department for 
1964 did not begin until September so the year is not complete. 


‘TV-BXCRSS . 1968 1964 1965 1966 -.—«41967 
“Dates TV in, 
but not 50 MHz =13 1 7 23 ihe | 
\ Minutes TV ing - ‘ 
but not 50 MHz 4,319 4L5 7,988 "5,900 2 700 % 


With the 1969 Es season now underway, wouldn't it be a good time 
to resolve that your record keeping system be overhauled too? 


- ‘THE HAUSER LIT! 


~ Glenn Hauser has get to be one ef the most devoted members ef this 
- Association. Cn 24 February Glenn took his day off to visit. the FCC's 
Denver office, and to beg, plead and cajole them into allowing him te 
pour over their official records of. 35.33,35.58,43.22 and 43.58 MHz 
Yadio paging stations, As Glenn notes '....1 don't DX in this. range - 
yet - but in answer to your plea for information ... '. Greater love 


hath -ne DX'er than Hauser:.... 


The Hauser-FCC list was current in June of 1967. Glenn learned that ~~ 
effective June ef '69 (next listing due eut for FCC personnel) the : 


_listing will be on microfilm anf. that’ '..,it will not be available for . 
“publie inspection'. Without getting into. the fairness of this FCC act- 
let's just all thank Glenn for getting while the getting was good. ra 


a 
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The listing that follews includes AM and FM operations (see our April 
column), and the power and the type of emission when other than. AM/FM, 
It is  assamed that this information may help us to pin down some of the 


'MCW' (modulated audio 
the 35 MHz range. 


note CW identification) stations that we.hear in~ 


In the interest of saving Ferdie lots of extra work; we'll compress _ 
this listing space-wise as much as possible and leave for some slacker | 


momth a consolidated listing of 


a useable, plenty of white-space, format. 


ar ABAMA FLORIDA 


Birmingham 35.58  KIF650 AM:50 watts fe Be 
Mentgomery 35-22 KIY757 Am 400 ", Ft. Lauderdale | 
ARIZONA ~ ws Jacksonville 
hoenix - 35-22 KCH280 AM4O "Largo * 
: 43.58  KOB257 AM 500 " Miami 
Tucson 35.58 KOF328° am 4oo " 
ARKANSAS OE - eo 
Little Rock 35.422 KKX708. AM 420 " Crlande:| 
CALIFCRNIA enim os Pensacola 
Bakersfield: 35358 KMD349 AM 500 " Tampa - 
Costa Mesa 35.22 KMB438- CW 400 " W. Palm Beach 
Cypress 35.22 ag be ‘CW 400 " GRORGIA 
El Medene 35.22 KME 438 CW-400 " Atlanta 
Fureka 35.58  KMD684 “AM 500 " 
Fresno 35-22 KMD342° AM420 " Augusta 
43.22 KMD342 FM 500 " HAWAII 
Lodi 35.22 KMD998 AM 700 " Honolulu 
Long Beach 35.58  KMD344 AM 493 " IDAHO | 
Mt. Wilson(LA)43.22 — KMB309 AM 500 " Table Rock 
ae 43.58 KMB309 AM 500 ™ JILLINCIS 
Mt. View / 43.22 ° «KMM640 FM 525 1" Bannockburn 
Murray Lake 35.58  KMA829 ‘cw 4oo " Champaign 
Cakland - 35.5 KMB309 AM 500 " Chicago 
Palm fprings 35.22 KMM581 cw loo 1 
Pt. Loma 35.58  KMA829 CwhOOo " 
Sacramento 43.58 KMD986 .AM:-500. " Peoria 
San Diego 35.22. KMD691 AM 50 " INDIANA 
San Francisco 35.22 KMB305 -AM-50-- " Evansville 
: ; 3.58: KMB305 AM 50 1" Ft. Wayne 
Santa Cruz 35.58: KME437 gM 500 " | 
San Rafael 43.22 KMM960 AM Goo. " Gary ae 
Stockton 35.58 KMD347 AM 40. " Indianapolis 
CCLCRADC ee ie *Ft. Wayne 
Colorado Spgs.35.22. KDN¥O7 CW 400 " South Bend 
Denver 35.58 | KAQ606 AM 400 " ZoOWA 
CONNECTICUT es Siok Des Moines 
New Haven 35.22 KCI299 AM-4OO-: " Kansas 
~. Waterbury 43.22 KCC802 FM 525 " Wichita. 
DISTRICT CF CCLUMBIA- KENTUCKY 
Nashington +36 KGA806 AM 40 " Louisville 
DELEWARE LOUISIANA 
Wilmington 35.58 KGA473 cw 400 " Baton Rouge. 


all known statiens in this region in 


KIF651 AM 575 
KIQ510..AM 50 

KTY¥736 AM 400 
KIN645 AM 500 
KIN645 FM 500 
KIE367 AM 575 
KTY508 AM 575 
KIY719 FM’ 180 
KIQ516 AM 500 
KIJ345..AM 500 


KIE953 AM 50 


“KIG300 AM 509 


KIGB4Y aM-400 
KUA217° AM 500 
KOK344 aM .420 


KSD316 FM 525 
KSJ311 AM~500 
KSC645 AM. 50 

KSC644 FM 500 
KSC644 AM 500 
KSC864 AM 500 


KSD322 AM 500 
KSA623 .AM 4OO 
KSJ815 CW 4oo 
KSD315 FM 526 

£D326 cW 400 


8 KSJ816 AM’400 


KSD320 AM.500 
KAI934 AM 500 
KAD927 AM 4o 

KIF656 AM 500 
KLB760 AM 400 
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LOUISIANA (continued) 


New Orleans 
Shreveport 
MARYLAND 
Baltimore 


Cumberland ~ 
MACS ACHUSETTS 
Boston 


W. Cnr ae aS. 


MICH HIGAN, 
Detroit 
Flint » 


Highland Park 
MINNESOTA _ 
Minneapolis 
MISSOUR 
Kansas City 
St. Louis 
N ASKA 
Omaha 
NeW HAMPSHIRE 
Manchester 
Pembroke 
NEW ae 
Newark 
Trenton 
WwW. Crange | 
NFW YORK 
“Bronx 
Brooklyn af 
Buffalo 


New York . 
ce ee) 
Niskayuna 
Lafayette — 
Rochester 


Troy (Utica) 


NORTH CARCLINA _ 


Ashville 
Charlotte 
Raleigh 
Greensboro: 
Winston Salem 
CEB ee ee, 
Cleveland 


ie tee) 


35.22 
35.58 


35120 


35.58 
43.22 


35.58 


KKTLO? 
KLB329 


KGa807 
' 


KGCcko2 


KCB891 
KCB890 


8 KCC266 


KQD303 


a oes 
K 
366i 


KQCc8 


>. KAH661 


~ KAD931 
 KAFQLS 
KDN396. 
8 KAA893 


2 KBM513 


KCI295 


Keck 82 


KFC935 
KED352 
KEC935 


22° KECT4S 


KEC745 


~ KEC925 


KEC521 
KEA?777 


KE A860. 


KFC745 
KFA627 
KED 364 
KRC516 
KFC519 
KFC518 
KRC515 


KIY779_ 


KIM905 
KIY409 
KIY775. 
KIY792 


KQK593 


CW 400 


OHIC (continued) 


AM 56s -"4-- 2. 


Cleveland. 43, 58 KQC881 AM 400. 
AM 400 | Columbus ~ ee 43,58 KFJ891 CW 400 
Mansfield 35.22 KQD600 CW 400. 
AM 575 OKLAHOMA a 
-AM a ceo City 35. 58 KKM248 AM 400 
AM 500. .CREG : 
torestlis 35.22 KCP319 AM 400 
AM 50 Portland--- 35. 58 KOA796: AM 50. 
FM 50 PENNSYLVANIA ES ae 
AM 500 Chester 35.58 KGH861 CW 408 
“> ‘“orry 35.22 KGH860 AM 100 
AM 400 Mountain Top 35.22 KGC397 AM 500. =-- 
AM 400 - Philadelphia 35.22 KGC 223 AM 575 
PM 120... / 3.22 nakeoe AM 5975 
AM 500°. 43,58 KGAB 
Pittsburg - 3.58 Se AM 575° 
AM 500‘ Scranton 35.58 KGCKOO AM 500 
SCUTH CARCLINA | | 
AM. 50 Greenville 35.22 KFL880 AM 400 - “=~ 
AM 400 'TENNESSER 
AM 500 Memphis. _ 43,58 KIF653 
AM 20 Nashville - 35.58 KIG837 AM 500 
“vs: Tannery Knob 35.58 KFJ903 FM 500 
AM 400 TEXAS . ee 
. . Abilene 35.58 KLB716 AM 400 
AM 4oOO |” Amgrillo 35.58 KKV688 AM 500 
AM 50 Dallas 35.22 KKJ460 AM 500 
Fy p2-28 KKC344 AM 500 
AM 400 -::- 3.58 KKJ460 AM 500 
AM 400 Houston 35.22 KKG561 AM 400 
CW*°400. -==: 35.58 KKT445 am 400 
. "Lubbock ® 35.58 KKQ965 CW 50 
AM 400° San Angelo 35.58 KLB578 AN 500 
AM 500 Wichita Falls 35.58 KLB323 FM 500 
AM/CW 5OOUTAH % ce 
AM 500 ios Peak 35-222 KCF341 AM 500 
AM 50, VIRGINIA. Re 
AM -500-~=: Norfolk 35.58 KIG297 AM 50. 
AM 500 WASHINGTON pais. Pree 
AM 500 Seattle — 5.22 KCP253 FM*500 
FM 120 Tacoma 3.22 KQP258 AM 400 
AM 500 WISCONSIN rhs 
AM 500 - Madison’ 35.58 KED318 aM BON 
AM 500 Milwaukee bag 
AM 500°. 2 35.58 KSC373. AM 50° - 
-., +° «: WYGMING 
AM 160° Cheyenne 35.22 KON9O8 AM 420 
AM*500. . PURFRTC RICO oe Pie ad 
AM 400. Hato Rey (San Juan) — Fie 
AM-A00. | 35.22 WWA335 aM 400 
“AM 400, Beg ene 
AM 400. 
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Brief Summary 


The FCC list answers quite a fey questions, and poses a few more for 
USe 
- Not listed here are multiple transmitter locations utilized by some 
licensees. New York City on 43.22 is shown only as NYC; whereas in truth 
the licensee eperates 400 or 500 watt transmitters Simultaneously at 
locations in Bronx, Brooklyn,Far Rockaway, Flushing, Glen Cove, Long 
Island City, N. Wantagh and of course NYC itself. Without some pretty 
fancy receiving equipment, these will all sound like one super power 
transmitter at a distant point, where in truth they are 8 transmitters. 
The tisual practice is to key (ie. transmit over) all units in the system 
at the same time. There are other situations similar to this, and in each 
case only the primary city of license is shown in our listing here. 


The 'mystery' of KCB891, Tellisce Radio Paging, on 35.58 is answered. 


“~This is a 50 watt station in Bosten. The reason it is seldom heard any- 


more is the addition of KCC266 in Springfield, a 500 watter on the same 
channels; which would of course dominabe the channel on skip, from the 
Massachusetts area. 


We have picked up a few news states (ie. Arkansas,Utah) and lost a oie 
few (ie. Alaska,New Mexico), from our February listing of ‘old’. «=~ 


We note two that we missed, from Glenn's list, in double checking after 
typping. They are as follows: Pe 


Taylor Mountain, California 43.22 KMM660 AM 400 
Cincinnati,Chio 43.58 KQC877 AM 500 


The FCC lists are by frequency, with alphabetical listings by city 
and state under each of the four frequencies. We have re-arranged this 
(at some effort) into state by state listings, operating on the premise 
that this is a more useable format. However, before we do a final tab- 
ulation later this year, we would appreciate hearing which method you 8 
would prefer. The majerity rules. et : 


The ‘power listing' (ie. 50 watts -400, etc.) is the maximum authorized 
power (transmitter), current to the FCC's June '67 record keeping. This — 
does not necessarily indicate this is the full power actually being util-. 
ized by the ‘station, and there is always the chance that a 50 watter has — 
applied for and been granted higher power since this list was made up. 


During the summer, please keep a log of stations actually heard, by 
city and state. We will ask for this data later in the year so that we 
can indicate in our final listing for 1969 those stations that someone 
_has 'verified' the Operation of during the year. This will help clear 
the air about those stations authorized, and those actually in opera- 
tion, since both Pat Dyer and I Suspect strongly that some of the statiens 
~ listed here, and in February, are.'on paper! only! = 


The summer Es season will be here as you read-this - let's starty 
team close ear to the radio paging channels - the DX is coming 
ITrougnh. Be Ree err rae gee 


ee 
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